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This document contains the teacher notes for 20 Sunday school lessons on the epistle to the Colossians. There is a complementary document containing student handouts to be distributed to listeners to aid in retention while teaching this material (also available at OurSundaySchool.com).
Many thanks to David Barber and Sean McGarvey for teaching lessons in this series. They are my Philippians 1:3, my Aarons and Hurs (Exodus 17:12), and our Sunday school class is exceedingly blessed to share in their wisdom.
We claim no infallibility relative to the material presented here. It is, as many have said before, beggars showing other beggars where to find bread. As errors are found, please let me know so I can correct. The theology expressed here should not be construed as representing the theology of Stuart Heights Baptist Church (especially when I am wrong or when I am being an idiot).
These teachings are provided free in the spirit of Matthew 10:8b.
The formatting is as follows:
· bold green text are quotes from commentators (several dozen different commentaries are used throughout)
· bold red text is the Scripture (NKJV is used unless otherwise noted. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)
· bold blue text are Bible references
· bold purple text are questions to consider asking while teaching this material
· highlighted, bold, and underlined text in the teacher notes are answers to blanks in the student handouts
· plain black text are the teachers’ comments
The audio recordings of all of these teachings themselves are available via our class podcast (Our Sunday School). Many thanks to David Barber for his faithfulness in this area.
I hope these resources assist in a better understanding of Colossians and what New Testament believers are to do with this wonderfully dense letter. Again, feel free to contact me with questions or feedback.
Grace and peace,
Jim Fleming
Hixson, Tennessee
October 2015
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[bookmark: _Toc358435508]Who, What, Where, When, & Why & Greeting (Colossians 1:1-2)
Who, What, Where, When, & Why
Who wrote Colossians?
Paul wrote the Epistle to the Colossians. An epistle is a New Testament letter from an apostle.
[bookmark: _Toc358435509]What is Colossians about?
Instead of me telling you what Colossians is about, let me read Colossians to you. I have found (to my shame) that I spend more time studying about the Bible than actually studying the Bible.
Colossians 1
Greeting
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Their Faith in Christ
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
Preeminence of Christ
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
Reconciled in Christ
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Sacrificial Service for Christ
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
Not Philosophy but Christ
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Not Legalism but Christ
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
Not Carnality but Christ
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Character of the New Man
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
The Christian Home
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
Christian Graces
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Final Greetings
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
Closing Exhortations and Blessing
16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”
18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.
In Colossians, Paul exalts Christ above creation, above any other reconciliation method with God, above the church, above philosophy, above the law, above legalism, above carnality, above divisions, above the Christian’s character, above the Christian’s behavior at home, above the Christian’s testimony, above Christian friendship, and above individual congregations—Christ above all. Paul simply does not have time for anything else—“ain’t nobody got time for that t-shirt.”
[bookmark: _Toc358435510]Where does Colossians take place?
Paul writes to the church in Colosse—a city in Phrygia in Asia Minor (now part of Turkey). John Dummelow: Colossæ was a town of Phrygia in Asia Minor, situated upon the S. bank of the Lycus, a tributary of the Mæander. Laodicea (Colossians 2:1; 4:13, 4:15-16; Revelation 1:11; 3:14) and Hierapolis (Colossians 4:13) were distant from it eleven and thirteen miles respectively. As these cities grew, Colossæ seems to have declined; for, though Herodotus speaks of it as ‘a city of great size,’ and Xenophon as ‘a populous city, prosperous and great,’ about the beginning of the Christian era it is mentioned by Strabo as ‘a small town.’ In St. Paul’s time, Pliny classes it among the ‘most famous towns’ of the district; but he was probably thinking mostly of its past consequence. It is to the Christians in this town that the present Epistle is addressed; and some discussion has arisen as to St. Paul’s previous relations with them. He seems to have written an earlier letter to them (Colossians 4:10) to which Epaphras had brought a reply (Colossians 1:7).
John Gill: [Colossae] is said to have perished a very little time after the writing of this epistle . . . by an earthquake, in the year of Christ 66, and in the tenth of Nero. Adam Clarke: The city which was raised in the place of the former was called Chonos or Konos, which name it now bears.
[Disputed] Adam Clarke: When, or by whom, Christianity was first preached at Colosse, and a Church founded there, we cannot tell; but it is most likely that it was by St. Paul himself, and during the three years in which he dwelt at Ephesus; for he had then employed himself with such zeal and diligence that we are told, Acts 19:10: “That all they that dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” And that Paul preached in Phrygia, the district in which this city was situated, we learn from Acts 16:6: “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia;” and at another time we find that “he went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples;” Acts 18:23. It has, however, been argued, from Colossians 2:1, of this epistle, that Paul had never been at Colosse; for he there says: I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh. But the consequence drawn from these words does not absolutely follow.
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
David Guzik: The city of Colosse was probably the smallest and least important city that Paul ever wrote to. . . . The city of Colosse is not even mentioned in the Book of Acts. All our Biblical information about the church there comes from this letter and a few allusions in the letter to Philemon. . . . Historically, Colosse was a prosperous city, and famous (along with other cities in its region) for its fabric dyes. Yet by Paul’s time the glory it had as a city was on the decline.
[bookmark: _Toc358435511]When was Colossians written?
Significant consensus exists that Paul wrote Colossians while in prison at Rome (AD 59-62). Colossians, however, is obviously part of a larger whole in the New Testament. Read J. Vernon McGee’s commentary on Colossians starting with “The Epistle to the Colossians” on page 111 and ending with “Christianity worked out in a pagan society” on page 112.
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[bookmark: _Toc358435512]Why was Colossians written?
Colossians was written to set the Colossian (and Laodicean—see Colossians 4:16) churches straight on the idea that Jesus is better than anything and everything they could mix in with Christianity (mysticism, legalism, early forms of Gnosticism, etc.). David Guzik: Whatever the problem was precisely, Paul dwelt on the solution: a better understanding of Jesus. Knowing the real Jesus helps us to stay away from the counterfeit, no matter how it comes packaged.
[bookmark: _Toc358435514]Schedule
	Date
	Lesson Title
	Text
	Speaker

	May 17
	Who, What, Where,
When, and Why & Greeting
	Colossians 1:1-2
	Fleming

	May 24
	Their Faith in Christ
	Colossians 1:3-8
	Fleming

	May 31
	Preeminence of Christ (1/2)
	Colossians 1:9-18
	Fleming

	June 7
	Preeminence of Christ (2/2)
	Colossians 1:9-18
	Fleming

	June 14
	Reconciled in Christ
	Colossians 1:19-23
	Fleming

	June 21
	Sacrificial Service for Christ
	Colossians 1:24-29
	McGarvey

	July 5
	Not Philosophy but Christ
	Colossians 2:1-10
	Fleming

	July 12
	Not Philosophy but Christ
	Colossians 2:1-10
	Fleming

	July 19
	Not Legalism but Christ
	Colossians 2:11-23
	Fleming

	July 26
	Not Legalism but Christ
	Colossians 2:11-23
	Fleming

	August 2
	Not Carnality but Christ
	Colossians 3:1-11
	Fleming

	August 9
	Not Carnality but Christ
	Colossians 3:1-11
	Fleming

	August 16
	Character of the New Man
	Colossians 3:12-17
	Fleming

	August 23
	The Christian Home
	Colossians 3:18-25
	Fleming

	August 30
	The Christian Home
	Colossians 3:18-4:1
	Fleming

	September 6
	Christian Graces
	Colossians 4:2-6
	Barber

	September 13
	Final Greeting
	Colossians 4:7-15
	Fleming

	September 20
	Final Greeting
	Colossians 4:7-15
	Fleming

	September 27
	Closing Exhortations and Blessing
	Colossians 4:16-18
	Fleming

	October 4
	Colossians Summary
	Colossians 1-4
	Fleming


[bookmark: _Toc358435515]
Knowledge Objectives
Knowledge objectives help me as the teacher to go in to a study with clearly defined set of objectives.
1. To exalt Christ above all
2. To recognize the dangers of mixing Christianity with anything else
Greeting (Colossians 1:1-2)
1 Paul [small, little], an apostle [one who has seen the risen Jesus and could testify to it] of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy [honoring God; Timothy is mentioned since Timothy helped evangelize this area (Acts 16:1-6)] our brother, [Phillips: Where else in all of the world can we find a family like it? The world, with its clubs, lodges, and fraternities, has nothing that remotely resembles the family of God. Verses where Paul calls someone ‘brother’: Romans 16:23: Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother. 1 Corinthians 1:1: Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother. 1 Corinthians 16:12: Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to come to you with the brethren, but he was quite unwilling to come at this time; however, he will come when he has a convenient time. 2 Corinthians 1:1: Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia. 2 Corinthians 2:13: I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia. 2 Corinthians 12:18: I urged Titus, and sent our brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not walk in the same spirit? Did we not walk in the same steps? Ephesians 6:21: But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you. Philippians 2:25: Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need. Colossians 1:1: Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother. Colossians 4:7: Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. Colossians 4:9: With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here. 1 Thessalonians 3:2: And sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith. Philemon 1:1: Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer. Philemon 1:7: For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother. Philemon 1:16: no longer as a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. Philemon 1:20: Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord. Hebrews 13:23: Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. Count: Quartus (1), Sosthenes (1), Apollos (1), Timothy (5 or 6), Titus (1), Tychicus (2), Epaphroditus (1), Onesimus (2), Philemon (2). Paul calls Timothy a brother more often than anyone else.]
2 To the saints and faithful brethren [Wesley: The saints—This word expresses their union with God. And brethren—This, their union with their fellow—Christians] in Christ who are in Colosse [J. Vernon McGee (reading from the KJV): Notice that they are “in Christ” but they are “at Colosse.” The most important question is not, Where are you at? But Who are you in? We should be in Christ at Hixson and the in Christ part should impact the Hixson part. To paraphrase Phillips, don’t be so in one that you neglect the other.]:
Grace to you and peace [F. B. Meyer: Grace is the Greek and peace the Hebrew greeting; Phillips: Grace is the root from which salvation springs; peace is the fruit that salvation brings; based on the issues Paul addresses, there were most likely a mix of Greek and Jewish believers at the church at Colosse] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ [Textual variant: NU-Text omits and the Lord Jesus Christ].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Christ is above all
2. Christ is better than all
3. Small places with short futures have value to God
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Live under Christ
2. Praise Him
3. Value small places
[bookmark: _Toc358435517]Homework: Read Colossians 1:3-8
Their Faith in Christ
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Their Faith in Christ (Colossians 1:3-8)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2 (Greeting)
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Introduction
Last week, we looked at one sentence. This week, we look at one sentence. One of the benefits of reading larger portions of scripture (i.e., more than just a verse or two) is seeing sentences and paragraphs and sequences of thought. But be sure your study includes words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, sequences of thought, chapters, books, testaments, and themes. Study it all.
In today’s text, Paul takes this opportunity to thank God for the Colossians’ faith in Christ, their love for all believers, for the spreading of the gospel, and for Epaphras.
Colossians 1:3-8 (Their Faith in Christ)
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
F. B. Meyer: We can do a great deal with those whom we desire to correct or instruct, if we begin by commending all that is worthy of being praised. This pattern exists in many of Paul’s epistles.
3 We give thanks [Wiersbe: We should be grateful for what God is doing in the lives of others] to the God and Father [Phillips: Paul prayed to “the Father” of our Lord Jesus Christ, not to his mother] of our [we will find later on in Colossians that the Colossians were taught that angels were the intermediary between them and God—but we know there is only one intermediary—Jesus] Lord Jesus Christ [do not miss the fact that Paul just declared Jesus to be God—he is setting the readers up for next week’s lesson], praying always [the structure of the Greek implies that Paul and Timothy gave thanks for the Colossian believers whenever they prayed for them—not that they always prayed for them at all times] for you [LifeWay Life Connections: What is happening in your faith or in the faith of a loved one that makes you thankful today? Who are we always praying for?], 4 since we heard of your [If we stopped right here, what would Paul say about us? What are we known for? We have a tendency to make the scriptures very me-centric, but this epistle is written to the church, so it is us-centric.] faith in Christ Jesus [Calvin: Christ is the proper object of faith; Calvin: He makes use of thanksgiving in place of congratulation; the gospel is not a thing to congratulate one on, but a thing to give thanks to God for] and of your love [agape; this was a common way for Paul to start an epistle—see also Ephesians 1:15 and Philippians 1:3-5; J. Vernon McGee: Faith is based upon the past, but love is for the present; Life Application Bible Commentary: Faith proves its genuineness in its love for others] for all the saints [Their plural faith and their plural love. John MacArthur: Their love was nonselective. John Eadie: As, though a mirror is broken, each fragment will still throw out the same reflection in miniature, and that perfectly, so the saints, as a body and individually, exhibit the same blessed and divine image of Christ enshrined with them, and are therefore the objects of Christian love.]; 5 because of the [notice the article—this is a definite thing—not just a concept] hope [expectation, confidence; Phillips: Christian hope is . . . solid and substantial because it is embedded in eternal truth; Stedman: The important thing is to notice that hope produces faith, and faith in turn grows into love. Hope is the root, faith is the plant, and love is the fruit. The faith/hope/love triad shows up in the following passages: Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 5:5-6; Ephesians 1:15-18; 4:2-5; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 5:8; Hebrews 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1 Peter 1:3-8, 21-22] which is [present tense—right now] laid up [reserved, awaiting; This word is only used in Luke 19:20, here, 2 Timothy 4:8, and Hebrews 9:27; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: A treasure laid up, set apart, out of danger of being lost; Where do we put valuables? Where they are safe.] for you in heaven [Wiersbe: I have noticed that the prospect of a future happiness has a way of making people love one another more. Have you ever watched children just before Christmas or a family vacation? The bright promise of heaven encourages our faith and expands our love. Then faith and love work together to make the present more enjoyable and the future more exciting.], of which you heard before in the word [logos] of the truth of the gospel [Stedman: Hope is awakened by the gospel; Dorothy Sayers: The test of any religion is not whether it pleases us or is comfortable, but whether it is true; Wiersbe (quoting Dr. Walter Wilson): “If you were to give a gift that would be suitable for the whole world, what would you give?” . . . Only the Gospel, with its gift of eternal life, was suitable for the whole world.], 6 which has come [near, at hand] to you, as it has also in all the world [kosmos; Coffman: There are likewise numerous hints in the New Testament of the widespread acceptance of Christianity (Acts 19:10, 20; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; Philippians 1:12); Clarke: The doctrine of the Gospel is represented as a traveler, whose object it is to visit the whole habitable earth; and, having commenced his journey in Judea, had proceeded through Syria and through different parts of Asia Minor, and had lately arrived at their city, every where proclaiming glad tidings of great joy to all people. . . . So rapid is this traveler in his course, that he had already gone nearly through the whole of the countries under the Roman dominion; and will travel on till he has proclaimed his message to every people, and kindred, and nation, and tongue. John MacArthur: The gospel transcends ethnic, geographic, cultural, and political boundaries.], and is [present tense] bringing forth fruit [bear fruit, be fertile; Dummelow: It is the gospel as Epaphras taught it them, not that urged on them by the false teachers, which is exercising this worldwide influence. The universal corrects the local. Wiersbe: The Word of God is the only seed that can be planted anywhere in the world, and it will bear fruit. Textual variant: NU-Text and M-Text add and growing], as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew [know, recognize, be fully acquainted with, to acknowledge, to perceive] the grace of God in truth; 7 as [just as, as, according to the manner in which] you also learned from [We all learned about the gospel from someone—who is your someone?] Epaphras [lovely; only mentioned here, in Colossians 4:12, and in Philemon 1:23], our dear [beloved] fellow servant [fellow servant, co-slave; Paul puts himself on the same level as Epaphras—which is astonishing until we realize that the ground is level at the foot of the cross], who is a faithful [faithful, trustworthy] minister [diakonos; waiter, servant (one who executes the commands of another)] of Christ on your behalf [for you; Calvin: Paul everywhere makes it his particular aim, that he may, by his recommendation, render those who he knows serve Christ faithfully, very dear to the Churches; as, on the other hand, the ministers of Satan are wholly intent on alienating, by unfavourable representations, the minds of the simple from faithful pastors. Jim’s paraphrase of Calvin: Just as Satan accuses whenever possible, so Paul uplifts whenever possible—and so should we!], 8 who [Epaphras] also declared [made plain with words, declared, signified] to us your love [agape] in the Spirit [Ashby: This is the only explicit reference to the Holy Spirit in the letter to the Colossians; that comment is not meant to be a slight against Paul—he is just going to talk a lot about Jesus—because the central focus and idea in Colossians is a defense of Jesus’ place as compared to all other things, creatures, creations, and anything else that can be imagined].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Paul (arguably the greatest Christian ever to live) gave thanks for others
2. Phillips: Christian hope is . . . embedded in eternal truth
3. Faith must have an object
4. Love is a witness
5. The gospel brings forth fruit
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Give thanks for others
2. Know the truth
3. Use Jesus
4. Love all the saints (it is the best witness—see John 13:35)
5. Examine my life for fruit
Closing prayer: Ray Stedman: Our Father, thank you that you are the God of hope. You have sent a word of truth into this broken, despairing world. What a remarkable thing it is, in a world where everything comes to us biased and slanted by those with axes to grind, to find a place where there is a word of reality, a word of truth that we can trust! Send us now back into our world, to our friends, our neighbors, the hopeless ones around us, and help us to demonstrate, by the joy and peace of our lives, that we have found the answer, we have found the place of hope. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Homework: Read Colossians 1:9-18
Preeminence of Christ
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: Study Questions (abbreviated):
1. [bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14]Do Christians adequately thank God for other believers?
2. In what practical ways can saints manifest their love to others? To those that they know? To unseen brothers and sisters?
3. What is the difference between a genuine and a false hope?
4. Do believers see themselves as slaves today?
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Preeminence of Christ (Colossians 1:9-18)
Review: Colossians 1:1-8
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
Introduction
Last week, we looked at one sentence—just as we did the week before. This week, we look at the first choice cut of meat of Colossians. Paul begins to focus on Jesus and the ‘first-ness’ that Jesus owns.
Colossians 1:9-18 (Preeminence of Christ)
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it [their faith in Christ], do not cease to pray for you, and to ask [ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require] that you may be filled [literally to cram a net, level up a hollow place; figuratively to furnish, satisfy, execute an office, finish a period or task, accomplish, be complete, end, expire, fill up, fulfill, be or make full, perfect, supply; Robertson: to fill full. Wiersbe: It was used to describe a ship that was ready for a voyage.] with the knowledge [recognition, full discernment, acknowledgement, knowledge; Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: What we should believe] of His will [determination, choice, inclination, desire, pleasure, will; passages that talk about explicitly what the will of God is: 1 Peter 2:13-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-6; 5:18] in all wisdom [skillful living] and spiritual [supernatural] understanding [a mental putting together, intelligence, knowledge, understanding; putting all three of these words together gives the image of someone who can skillfully live out the supernatural connections they see—someone who sees how the supernatural impacts the physical and rightly behaves; Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: How we should behave]; 10 that you may walk [walk, live] worthy [appropriately—the root word means weightily (the opposite of the Old Testament concept of vanity—emptiness); putting these two words together, the idea is that our lives have some sort of substance and weight to them; Matthew Henry: Good knowledge without a good life will not profit] of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being [present tense] fruitful [the same word used in Colossians 1:6; Constable: The Christian can continue to grow in his knowledge of God’s will revealed in Scripture. As he does so, he not only bears fruit but grows in his ability to bear fruit, as a fruit tree does. MacArthur: Fruit is the by-product of righteousness.] in every good [good, beneficial] work [effort or occupation; putting these words together, every beneficial work that we do is bearing fruit (this seems to be a high standard)] and increasing [growing, enlarging] in the knowledge [the same word as used in Colossians 1:9— recognition, full discernment, acknowledgement, knowledge] of God [Calvin: We must always make progress . . . until death; Lightfoot: The end of all knowledge, the apostle would say, is conduct]; 11 strengthened [enabled] with all might [dynamis; force, miraculous power, ability, abundance, might, power, strength], according to [Hendriksen: When a multimillionaire gives “of” his wealth to some good cause he may be giving very little; but when he donates “in accordance with” his riches, the amount will be substantial. Thus the strengthening of the Christian “according to” the might of God’s glory is beyond all calculation.] His glorious [doxa; glorious, praising, dignity, honor, worship] power [vigor, dominion, mighty power, strength], for all patience [cheerful or hopeful endurance, constancy, enduring, patience, waiting; Wiersbe: We must never think that patience is complacency. Patience is endurance in action. It is not the Christian sitting in a rocking chair, waiting for God to do something. It is the soldier on the battlefield, keeping on when the going is tough. It is the runner on the race track, refusing to stop because he wants to win the race. Dr. V. Raymond Edman: It is always too soon to quit. Charles Spurgeon: By perseverance the snail reached the ark.] and longsuffering [forbearance, fortitude, longsuffering, patience, remaining under] with joy [cheerfulness, calm delight, gladness, exceeding joyfulness; Matthew Henry: The special use of this strength was for suffering work. . . . The reason is there is work to be done even when we are suffering.]; 12 giving thanks [being grateful, expressing gratitude] to the Father who has qualified [enabled, qualified, made; picture someone else qualifying so we can participate in the Olympic Games; MacArthur: God has by grace qualified the unqualified] us to be partakers of the inheritance [die, portion, acquisition, heritage, inheritance, lot, part] of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered [rescued, delivered] us from [out of, away from] the power [force, capacity, mastery, delegated influence, authority, jurisdiction, power, strength] of darkness [shadiness that obscures; as opposed to the light in Colossians 1:12] and conveyed [transferred, carried away, deposed, exchanged, seduced, put out, removed, translated, turned away; used of a people who have been defeated in battle being repositioned into the new country’s population] us into the kingdom [royalty, realm, kingdom, reign] of the Son of His love [agape], 14 in whom we have redemption [ransom in full, salvation, deliverance, redemption; Robertson: A release on payment of a ransom for slave or debtor] through His blood [Textual variant: NU-Text and M-Text omit through His blood], the forgiveness [freedom, pardon, deliverance, forgiveness, liberty, remission] of sins [offenses, sins (meaning to miss the mark and not participate in the prize)].
Who did this? Jesus did this. Jesus allows us to hit the mark and receive the prize. Jesus paid our ransom in full. Jesus carried us away from the force and influence of obscurity and shadiness. Jesus rescued us and gave us a portion of His inheritance. Jesus made us saints. Jesus qualified us so we could participate and partake. Who did this? Jesus did this. And when we take our eyes off of Jesus, we get consumed with distractions like Caitlin and Josh and anything else the adversary can use. And Paul’s not finished talking about Jesus yet. It’s as if Ron Popeil says, “But wait, there’s more!”
Albert Whiting: It is crazy to think that God sent God to interpret His own will and tell us. Then God leaves to go back to God and sends God back to be the comforter. God prays to God for us and works in us so we will do God’s will.
15 He is the image [likeness, statue, profile, representation, resemblance, image, manifestation; Coffman: God created Adam in his own image (Genesis 1:27); but Adam promptly sinned and fell from that image; but, by these words here, Paul compels us to see in Jesus a second Adam who was indeed God’s image. Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: Used of the head of the ruler minted on a coin.] of the invisible God [Do you want to know what God looks like? God looks like Jesus. Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: The Son has literally exegeted the Father. . . . Only God could reveal God. Barclay: Look at Jesus. He shows you not only what God is; he also shows you what man was meant to be. Here is manhood as God designed it. Jesus is the perfect manifestation of God and the perfect manifestation of man.], the firstborn [can mean first in time, place, order or importance] over all creation [formation, building, creation, creature, ordinance; Ray Stedman: Some churches seem to treat Jesus as the British treat their monarch: they strip him or her of all political power, and do not expect the sovereign to do anything at all except to look good. The Pulpit Commentaries: Looking up to God, he is his Image: looking down on creation, he is its primal Head and Lord. Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: Creation has meaning only when it points to Christ.]. 16 For by Him all things were created [fabricated, made; God’s fabrication department only has one employee—Jesus; Adam Clarke: Creation is the proper work of an infinite, unlimited, and unoriginated Being; possessed of all perfections in their highest degrees; capable of knowing, willing, and working infinitely, unlimitedly, and without control: and as creation signifies the production of being where all was absolute nonentity, so it necessarily implies that the Creator acted of and from himself; for as, previously to this creation, there was no being, consequently he could not be actuated by any motive, reason, or impulse, without himself; which would argue there was some being to produce the motive or impulse, or to give the reason. Creation, therefore, is the work of him who is unoriginated, infinite, unlimited, and eternal. But Jesus Christ is the Creator of all things, therefore Jesus Christ must be, according to the plain construction of the apostle’s words, truly and properly God.] that are in heaven and that are on earth [one way to slice up everything], visible and invisible [another way to slice up everything], whether [the following four terms are nearly universally thought of by commentators to be categories of angels—due to the later subject matter of Colossians, but it appears to me (disputed) that it fits more for comparative purposes to be earthly statuses that Jesus is better than] thrones [seats, powers, thrones—the office of a ruler] or dominions [rulers, dominions, governments—rulers themselves and governments] or principalities [chiefs, principals, beginnings, magistrates—the head rulers] or powers [privilege, authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength—the authority that allows rulers to rule]. All things were created [fabricated, made] through Him and for Him [He owns all things. Abraham Kuyper: When Jesus looks at his universe from his exalted throne at the right hand of the Father, and he sees the great galaxies whirling in space, the planets and the people upon this planet, and all the minute details of life here including the details of our individual lives, there is nothing that he sees anywhere of which he cannot say, “Mine!”]. 17 And [But wait, there’s more!] He is before [in front of, prior, before] all things, and in Him all things consist [set together, stand near, constitute, consist, stand; a compound Greek word meaning union and stand; Robertson: The permanence of the universe rests, then, on Christ far more than on gravity. It is a Christo-centric universe. Wesley: He is the cement, as well as support, of the universe; it is almost as if unity has been embedded into the very fabric of the universe—if so, what a beautiful picture of Jesus’ fingerprints on His creation. Lightfoot: He is the principle of cohesion in the universe. He impresses on creation that unity and solidarity which makes it a cosmos instead of a chaos. J. Vernon McGee: He is the super glue of the universe. Adam Clarke: As every effect depends upon its cause, and cannot exist without it; so creation, which is an effect of the power and skill of the Creator, can only exist and be preserved by a continuance of that energy that first gave it being. Hence, God, as the Preserver, is as necessary to the continuance of all things, as God the Creator was to their original production. But this preserving or continuing power is here ascribed to Christ, for the apostle says, And by him do all things consist; for as all being was derived from him as its cause, so all being must subsist by him, as the effect subsists by and through its cause. This is another proof that the apostle considered Jesus Christ to be truly and properly God, as he attributes to him the preservation of all created things, which property of preservation belongs to God alone; ergo, Jesus Christ is, according to the plain obvious meaning of every expression in this text, truly, properly, independently, and essentially God. Wiersbe: For centuries, the Greek philosophers had taught that everything needed a primary cause, an instrumental cause, and a final cause. The primary cause is the plan, the instrumental cause the power, and the final cause the purpose. When it comes to Creation, Jesus Christ is the primary cause (He planned it), the instrumental cause (He produced it), and the final cause (He did it for His own pleasure).]. 18 And [But wait, there’s more!] He is the head of the body [singular], the church [ekklesia; called out], who is the beginning [singular—the same word translated as principalities in Colossians 1:16], the firstborn from the dead [Wiersbe: Paul did not say that Jesus was the first person to be raised from the dead, for He was not. But He is the most important of all who have been raised from the dead; for without His resurrection, there could be no resurrection for others. . . . It seems odd that Paul used the word born in connection with death, for the two concepts seem opposed to each other. But the tomb was a womb from which Christ came forth in victory. Barclay: Christ is not a dead hero or a founder, but a living presence. My Jesus took death to the grave, left it there, and brought out life for us.], that in all things He may have the preeminence [be first; Barclay: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is his title to supreme lordship. By his resurrection, he has shown that he has conquered every opposing power and that there is nothing in life or in death which can bind him. Life Application Bible Commentary: The Resurrection assures believers that Christ is not a legend; he is alive and ruling his kingdom.].
F.B. Meyer: Let Him be pre-eminent for us also!
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Jesus is first. Wiersbe: Everything exists in Him, for Him, and through Him. Jesus Christ is the Sphere in which they exist, the Agent through which they came into being, and the One for whom they were made.
2. There is always more with Jesus
3. It’s all about Jesus. It’s always about Jesus. It’s only about Jesus.
Tim Keller: Jesus is the true and better Adam who passed the test in the garden . . . and whose obedience is imputed to us.
Jesus is the true and better Abel who, though innocently slain, has blood now that cries out, not for our condemnation, but for our acquittal.
Jesus is the true and better Abraham who answered the call of God to leave all the comfortable and familiar and go into the void not knowing wither he went.
Jesus is the true and better Isaac who was not just offered up by his father on the mount but was truly sacrificed for us. And when God said to Abraham, “Now I know you love me because you did not withhold your son, your only son whom you love from me.” Now we at the foot of the cross can say to God, “Now we know that you love us because you did not withhold your son, your only son, whom you love from us.”
Jesus is the true and better Jacob who wrestled and took the blow of justice we deserved, so we, like Jacob, only receive the wounds of grace to wake us up and discipline us.
Jesus is the true and better Joseph who, at the right hand of the king, forgives those who betrayed and sold him and uses his new power to save them.
Jesus is the true and better Moses who stands in the gap between the people and the Lord and who mediates a new covenant.
Jesus is the true and better Rock of Moses who, struck with the rod of God’s justice, now gives us water in the desert.
Jesus is the true and better Job, the truly innocent sufferer, who then intercedes for and saves his friends.
Jesus is the true and better David whose victory becomes his people’s victory, though they never lifted a stone to accomplish it themselves.
Jesus is the true and better Esther who didn’t just risk losing an earthly palace but lost the ultimate and heavenly one, who didn’t just risk his life, but gave his life, who didn’t just say, “If I perish, I perish,” but said, “When I perish, I’ll perish for them.” to save my people.
Jesus is the true and better Jonah who was cast out into the storm so that we could be brought in.
Jesus is the real Passover Lamb, the true temple, the true prophet, the true priest, the true king, the true sacrifice, the true lamb, the true light, the true bread. The Bible’s not about you. The Bible is about someone better—Jesus.
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Be not first
2. Look for the ‘more’
3. Be all about Jesus (because Jesus is better)
Homework: Read Colossians 1:19-23
Reconciled in Christ
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Gromaki’s Philippians & Colossians: Study Questions (abbreviated):
1. Where do you feel you are right now in terms of “growing in the knowledge of God” (v. 10)?
2. If you were truly to pray as Paul teaches . . . how would it change your prayer life?
3. In what ways do believers try to determine the will of God for their lives?
4. How can the headship of Christ be applied to the operations of the local church?
5. In what practical ways can Christ be given preeminence in all things within the life of each Christian?
Stuart Heights Sunday School	Colossians: Weeks 3-4	May 31, 2015 – June 7, 2015

Colossians: Christ Above All
Reconciled in Christ (Colossians 1:19-23)
Review: Colossians 1:1-18
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
Introduction
Last week, we saw the preeminence of Christ: how Jesus was better than everything, before everything, and above everything. This week, we shift to the implications of that ‘Christ above all’ view of the universe—and how great it is for God’s children.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:19-23 (Reconciled in Christ)
The title of this week’s passage is ‘Reconciled in Christ.’ First, a word about reconciliation. Reconciliation is a word that can be used in a variety of contexts: religiously, relationally, accounting, and even in the U.S. Senate.
Relationally, the term means two sides coming together that were previously at odds. It is the end of conflict and the beginning of harmony. As it is used in the Bible, it is God exchanging my separated relationship with Him with a peaceful relationship with Him through the finished work of Christ.
19 For it pleased [pleased, thought well of, approved] the Father that in Him [Jesus] all the fullness [completion, filling, fullness—this word shows up in two different forms a total of seven times in Colossians and it is a direct assault against the false teachers of the Colossians’ day who used it to describe Wiersbe: The sum total of all the divine power and attributes of false gods. Jesus is completely God—fully God. Philips: The Lord Jesus has brought God into focus for us. I cannot see well without my glasses—they bring things info focus for me. In the same way, I cannot see God clearly without Christ.] should dwell [occupy, dwell, house permanently, reside; Barnes: There is nothing necessary to be done in our salvation which he is not qualified to do; there is nothing which we need to enable us to perform our duties, to meet temptation, and to bear trial, which he is not able to impart. In no situation of trouble and danger will the church find that there is a deficiency in him; in no enterprise to which she can put her hands will there be a lack of power in her great Head to enable her to accomplish what he calls her to. We may go to him in all our troubles, weaknesses temptations, and needs, and may be supplied from his fullness. Guzik: The fullness has been put into Jesus Christ. Not into a church; not into a priesthood; not into a building; not into a sacrament; not into the saints; not into a method or a program, but in Jesus Christ Himself. It was put into Him as a “distribution point”—so that those who wanted more of God and all that He is could find it in Jesus Christ.], 20 and [But wait, there’s more!] by Him [Jesus] to reconcile [a compound word meaning complete and reconcile (which itself means to exchange or change—to change or exchange one relationship for another)—but the specific words used do not imply that this is fully complete now—Jesus has just done what is necessary to make this happen (but this has not yet occurred)] all things [Robertson: Sin somehow has put the universe out of joint. Christ will set it right. Caleb’s shoulder. MacArthur: Tremendous, dramatic changes will mark the reconciliation of the world to God. . . . Romans 8:21. . . . We might say that God will make friends with the universe again.] to Himself [Jesus], by Him [Jesus], whether things on earth [Calvin: We cannot be joined to God otherwise than through him] or things in heaven [this phrase gives the commentators fits and they generally do theological gymnastics to determine a proper exegesis as to why everything in heaven must be reconciled; additionally, this verse does not teach universalism as ‘things under the earth’ are not mentioned; see Philippians 2:9-11; Philips: God’s reign, then, extends to three realms; reconciliation extends to only two realms], having made peace [a peace maker, harmonizing—there is something pleasing about harmony (whether in music or in life—in music, it appears to me to be a beautiful picture of diversity in unity); Holman New Testament Commentary: In the New Testament, peace is not merely the absence of hostility, but it also includes the presence of a relationship] through the blood [MacArthur: Bloodshed was God’s design for all Old Testament sacrifices. They were bled to death rather than clubbed or burnt. God designed that sacrificial death was to occur with blood loss as a vivid manifestation of life being poured out.] of His cross [Ironside: Man is never called upon in Scripture to make his own peace with God].
21 And [But wait, there’s more!] you [Colossians, but indirectly us], who once were alienated [alienated, estranged, non-participants; Robertson: Periphrastic perfect passive participle (continuing state of alienation)] and enemies [hateful, enemies, hostile, foes, hated] in your mind [deep thoughts, imagination, mind, understanding; Barnes: Sin has corrupted and perverted alike the moral and the intellectual powers, and thus the whole man is arrayed against his Creator. Philips: Sin alienates us from God mentally and morally.] by wicked [hurtful, evil, diseased, degenerate, culpable, derelict, vicious, mischievous, guilty, sinning, bad, evil, grievous, harmful, lewd, malicious, wicked] works [acts, works, deeds, labors; Barnes: The alienation of the mind showed itself by wicked works, and those works were the public evidence of the alienation. Robertson: Hostile purpose finds natural expression in evil deeds.], yet now [now, just now, right now] He [Jesus; Barclay: The initiative in reconciliation was with God] has reconciled [same word used in Colossians 1:20; actually a compound word meaning complete and reconcile] 22 in the body of His flesh through death [Guzik: In the work of reconciliation, God didn’t meet us halfway. God meets us all the way and invites us to accept it. Ironside: It is not the holy, wondrous life of Christ that has thus reconciled us. It is His sacrificial death. Life Application Bible Commentary: Jesus suffered death fully as a human; thus we can be assured that he died in our place. Since Jesus, as perfect God, faced death, we can be assured that his sacrifice was complete and that he truly removed our sin.], to present [stand beside, exhibit, recommend, substantiate; be at hand, to aid, assist, bring before, commend, give presently, present, prove, provide, show, stand (before, by, here, up, with)—What more could we want from a hero? My hero will stand beside me and present me] you holy [Calvin: Here we have the second and principal part of our salvation—newness of life. For the entire blessing of redemption consists mainly in these two things, remission of sins, and spiritual regeneration. God could have just forgiven our sins and left us in a hopeless state, but He declares us and makes us holy—not leaving us, but staying with us.], and [But wait, there’s more!] blameless [unblemished, without blame, faultless, unblameable; Guzik: Sin is vertical, blameless is horizontal], and [But wait, there’s more!] above reproach [a compound word meaning not and to call in (as a debt or demand), to bring to account (charge, criminate, etc.), to accuse, to call in question—in my mind, the picture is of someone who fits a crime, but who would never be charged because he or she is completely not that person—and this is how Jesus presents us to God—in a way in which God the Father cannot comprehend how we would be guilty] in His sight [literally, directly in front of; Where will you go to hide when you are directly in front of God? God is the One who sees all and who knows all. All will be laid bare and the only acceptable defense will be Jesus. Barnes: There will be none to accuse them before God. . . . The law will not accuse them—for the death of their Redeemer has done as much to honor it as their own punishment would have done; God will not accuse them—for he has freely forgiven them; their consciences will not accuse them—for their sins will all have been taken away, and they will enjoy the favor of God as if they had not sinned; holy angels will not accuse them—for they will welcome them to their society; and even Satan will not accuse them, for he will have seen that their piety is sincere, and that they are truly what they profess to be. It is almost as if the story of Jesus and the woman in John 8 was a preview to this day—“Where are your accusers?”]— 23 if indeed [if indeed, seeing that, unless, since; do not let the ‘if’ concern you—Philips: Here the word for “if” . . . is followed by a verb in the indicative mood. In other words, there is no doubt about it. . . . What we have here, then, is definite loyalty. Paul is not casting doubt on our salvation; he is simply saying that a person who is genuinely saved will most assuredly continue in the faith. . . . Paul uses the word if in this way . . . [in] 1 Corinthians 15:12 . . . [and] 1 Corinthians 15:14.] you continue [stay over, remain, abide, continue] in the faith, grounded [to lay a basis for, erect, consolidate, lay the foundation, ground, settle—picture building a road and the volume of time that is spent laying the basis and grounding and settling] and steadfast [sitting, sedentary, immovable, settled, steadfast, seated (we only sit down in places we are sure are safe); Dr. Constable: Since earthquakes were not uncommon in the Lycus Valley, Paul's statement may have reminded the Colossians of their security in another sense. Philips: We are to take our stand on the eternal verities that Paul has been expounding to the Colossians. We are to sit down on them, resolved to stay there at all cost.], and are not moved away [to stir to a place elsewhere, remove, move away; there are some things that we pave over and we do not go back and stir up; In this context, what are we leaving alone? The next phrase] from the hope of the gospel [we don’t mess with the Gospel—don’t go digging it up and stirring it around—it is what it is] which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister [diakonos—a deacon (a waiter or a servant)].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. God reconciles us
2. God presents us
3. The Gospel does not change
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Stop working for it
2. Stop trying to look good
3. Stop messing with the gospel
Homework: Read Colossians 1:24-29
Sacrificial Service for Christ
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
LifeWay Life Connections: Study Questions (abbreviated):
1. How did human sin affect the rest of creation?
2. How did Christ’s sacrificial death bring reconciliation to a world in disharmony?
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Sacrificial Service for Christ (Colossians 1:24-29)
Review: Colossians 1:1-23
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Introduction
Today’s text will not be high on Joel Osteen or Creflo Dollar’s priority list.
Colossians 1:24-29 (Sacrificial Service for Christ)
24 I now rejoice [the proper response to suffering is rejoicing and directing others to Christ] in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ [this is not Jesus’ sufferings on the cross, but rather a collective suffering (where one suffers, all suffer)], for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery [that which cannot be figured out—but this mystery is not a what but a who] which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which [Textual variant: M-Text reads who] is Christ [similar to how God revealed Jesus Christ in the Old Testament, so was it for them] in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning [noutheteo; where we get our nouthetic counseling concept] every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus [not perfect in the teachings of Paul or the teachings of Apollos, but perfect in Christ Jesus; Paul’s business card would not have directed people to Paul, but to Christ]. 29 To this end I also labor [there was a purpose to Paul’s labor], striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. It’s all about Jesus
2. Suffering is part of Christianity
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Share Jesus
2. Encourage and admonish one another
Homework: Read Colossians 2:1-10
Not Philosophy but Christ
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Philosophy but Christ (Part 1) (Colossians 2:1-10)
Review: Colossians 1:1-29
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
Introduction
In today’s text, we see what Paul agonized over. This man was beaten, stoned, tortured, and abused. He lived a hard life and saw many things go wrong. But in today’s text, what he agonized over may surprise you.
As a reminder, let’s take a trip down Bible geography lane before we begin. Colosse was very close to Laodicea and Hierapolis (less than 10 miles away from each other)—just a few miles away down the Lycus and Meander rivers. When an epistle (a letter from an apostle) was written to one church, it was also read to the churches in nearby cities. This was done with Colossians to Laodicea.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
[image: ]
Colossians 2:1-10 (Not Philosophy But Christ)
1 For [connecting everything that has come before so far] I want you to know what a great conflict [Greek is agone (where we get our English word agony); a place of assembly, that is by implication a contest held there; figuratively an effort or anxiety, conflict, contention, fight, race; example: BC Place in Vancouver tonight at 7 p.m. (not 5 p.m.)—where the US Women’s National Team will beat Japan] I [Paul] have for you [Colossians] and those in Laodicea [the church there just a few miles down the road—the same church described as ‘lukewarm’ in Revelation 3:14 (about 30-40 years later—they went from being agonized over to being lukewarm in two generations)], and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh [some or all of the Colossians and/or Laodiceans had not seen Paul—again, many of the commentators think Paul had never been to Colosse, but that is just one way to interpret the text], 2 that their hearts may be encouraged [Greek is parakaleo (used of the Holy Spirit in His comforting role); to call near, invite, invoke, beseech, call for, comfort, desire, exhort, intreat, pray], being knit together [to drive together, unite (in association or affection), to infer, show, teach, compact, gather, instruct, knit together; Robertson’s Word Pictures: to make go together (more sewing language from Paul)] in love [agape; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Love . . . binds all together. Love is necessary to a church like (have the class come up with their own analogies) eggs are necessary to a cake—if you leave it out, nothing really sticks together like it should. Paul is in agony over them being unified in love.], and attaining to all riches of the full assurance [entire confidence] of understanding [a mental putting together, intelligence, knowledge, understanding], to the knowledge [recognition, full discernment, acknowledgement, knowledge—this idea of full knowledge was in direct opposition to the Gnostics of the day—if we go back to the reason Colossians was written at the beginning of this series, here’s the answer: To set the Colossian (and Laodicean—see Colossians 4:16) churches straight on the idea that Jesus is better than anything and everything they could mix in with Christianity (mysticism, legalism, early forms of Gnosticism, etc.). David Guzik: Whatever the problem was precisely, Paul dwelt on the solution: a better understanding of Jesus. Knowing the real Jesus helps us to stay away from the counterfeit, no matter how it comes packaged. Here is an extended definition of Gnosticism from Wikipedia: Gnosticism . . . is a modern term categorizing a collection of ancient religions whose adherents shunned the material world—which they viewed as created by the demiurge [an evil fashioner of physical things that’s a sort of bad version of god]—and embraced the spiritual world. Gnostic ideas influenced many ancient religions that teach that gnosis (variously interpreted as knowledge, enlightenment, salvation, emancipation or ‘oneness with God’) may be reached by practicing philanthropy to the point of personal poverty, sexual abstinence . . . and diligently searching for wisdom by helping others. However, practices varied among those who were Gnostic. In Gnosticism, the world of the demiurge [bad version of god] is represented by the lower world, which is associated with matter, flesh, time and, more particularly, an imperfect, ephemeral world. The world of God is represented by the upper world and is associated with the soul and perfection. The world of God is eternal and not part of the physical. It is impalpable and timeless.] of the mystery [to shut the mouth; a secret or mystery (through the idea of silence imposed by initiation into religious rites), mystery] of God [the text that Sean taught two weeks ago (Colossians 1:24-29) tells us that the mystery of God is Christ; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Paul desires the full use of the intellect in grasping the great mystery of Christ and it calls for the full and balanced exercise of all one’s mental powers. Paul tells them they will have to use all of their intellect and all of their knowledge to understand this mystery. Translation: some theology is hard—so dig in, buckle up, and put on your hip waders—because it is so worth it.], both of the Father and [Textual variant: NU-Text omits both of the Father and] of Christ [Paul is in agony over their confidence in their knowledge of Christ. How much is there to learn about Christ? About God? We will spend all of eternity serving, worshipping, and learning—and we will never come to the bottom of that deep, deep well.], 3 in whom are hidden [kept secrets; treasures, hidden; Guzik: When Paul said this wisdom is hidden in Christ, he used the ancient Greek word apokruphos. Barclay: His very use of that word is a blow aimed at the Gnostics. . . . Gnostics believed that a great mass of elaborate knowledge was necessary for salvation. That knowledge they set down in their books which they called apokruphos because they were barred to the ordinary man. Guzik: Paul wanted all to know that real wisdom was not hidden in secret books, but deposited in Jesus Christ so that all can access it. Beware of any group that says that only a few can understand truth. God’s truth is designed for all to know and experience.] all the treasures [deposits, wealth, treasures] of wisdom and knowledge [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Paul confronts these pretentious intellectuals (Gnostics) with the bold claim that Christ sums up all wisdom and knowledge. This claim that all wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ reminds me of the Proverbs that speak of wisdom and understanding starting with God—it is all connected.].
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Love is critical
2. Jesus is knowable (this gives our lives purpose and meaning—otherwise we are wasting time until this life is over)
3. Gnosticism still exists (ideas that knowledge is everything and the spiritual is unimportant)
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Agonize over loving each other (not over what to wear or who spoke to you or what so-and-so thinks of this or that). When you go home today, agonize over how you love.
2. Dig in (get to know your God)
3. Better understand Jesus (a good Christology will fix most heresy and bad theology)
Homework: Read Colossians 2:1-10
Not Philosophy but Christ
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Philosophy but Christ (Part 2) (Colossians 2:1-10)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2:3
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Introduction
Today’s text should scare us. It plainly tells us that we can be deceived. But it also tells us how to avoid being deceived—and the answer should not surprise us—the answer is in Christ.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Colossians 2:1-10 (Not Philosophy But Christ)
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive [beguile, deceive, literally, to come close and misreason or miscount; Has anyone ever had someone try to swindle you out of money through slight of hand? This is not a word that describes being swindled from a distance—this is up close and personal] you with persuasive words [Persuasive words make sense. Persuasive words sound good. Persuasive words persuade. We all want to be in the know. David Guzik: The lure of “hidden” and “deep” wisdom and knowledge can be both strong and deceptive. . . . It might sound simple, but deceivers are deceivers. They won’t announce their false doctrine as false doctrine, and it will often be similar enough to the truth to be dangerous. As a teacher, this is sometimes terrifying for me—to think I could deceive you. It is wonderful, however, to know that the Holy Spirit is guiding me as I teach and you as you listen.]. 5 For though I [Paul] am absent [away] in the flesh [Paul was writing from prison in another city], yet I am with you in spirit [I admit that I have used this phrase often in the past, but I rarely use it any more because it (practically speaking) means very little. The reason it means very little when I use it is because I could choose to be with someone, but I choose not to be there (in effect, I choose to not hold the rope). Paul didn’t have a choice here—he was in prison. So maybe we reserve this phrase for those times when we have no choice where we physically are.], rejoicing [to be full of cheer, calmly happy or well off, well, be glad, rejoice (I couldn’t find it written down anywhere, but this word feels like it’s almost joy under control)] to see [looking at] your good order [the word hupotasso is the Greek for to line up under (the word that Gary has told us about many times in “submit to your own husbands” and this word is the root word for the tasso part); Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: The military line . . . unbroken, intact. A few stragglers had gone over to the Gnostics, but there had been no panic, no breach in the line.] and the steadfastness [established, confirmed stability, steadfastness; Dr. Constable: Paul’s description of the Colossian church pictures a company of well-disciplined soldiers standing at attention in straight lines. The Greek word stereoma occurs only here in the New Testament and means “stability.” Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: The solid part of the line which can and does stand the attack.] of your faith in Christ [Who am I in? It matters].
6 As [Like] you therefore have received [received near, associated yourself with, assumed an office; learned, received, taken] Christ Jesus the Lord [this is the only place in all of Paul’s canonical writings where he uses this word choice—Christ Jesus the Lord—most of the commentators agree it was to combat the heresies at Colosse (recall that their heresies were a type of buffet of philosophy], so walk [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: “Go on walking in him” (present active indicative); to walk at large all around (especially as proof of ability), live, follow (as a companion), go, be occupied with; my mental pictures are of the Occupy Wall Street movement and walking around in a house (Biltmore)] in Him [explore Him, walk around in Him, live in Him, follow in Him, go in Him, be occupied in Him—be free, but be free in Him; Who am I in?], 7 rooted [rooted, become stable] and built up in Him [Who am I in?] and established [stabilized, confirmed—this is the foundation (and it is a great thing that our foundation is faith in Christ because that cannot move—lots of other things can move in our lives (leadership, membership, etc.)] in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding [super-abounding, be in excess, be superfluous; be better, enough and to spare, exceeding, excelling, increasing] in it [Textual variant: NU-Text omits in it; the faith] with thanksgiving [gratitude, grateful language, thankfulness].
Dr. Constable: Four characteristics describe the healthy Christian in this verse. First, he or she stands firmly rooted as a tree. . . . Second, he or she is being built up as a building. . . . Third, he or she is becoming increasingly stable in the faith. Fourth, he or she demonstrates the fruit of thankfulness constantly. Four participles in the Greek text describe these characteristics. The first is in the perfect tense indicating the initial reception of new life. The last three are in the present tense revealing the ways in which new life should continually express itself. Read this twice.
8 Beware [look at, behold, beware, perceive, regard, see, take heed (an imperative)] lest anyone [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Note the singular here. There was some one outstanding leader who was doing most of the damage in leading the people astray.] cheat [lead away, cheat, spoil (almost a taking captive)] you through philosophy [Greek is philosophia—literally a friend of wisdom; the commentators generally agree that Paul is not promoting a non-philosophical lifestyle (in that one would avoid philosophy and the study of any philosophy)—they would lean towards the idea that Paul is telling the Colossians to avoid the heretical Colossian philosophies that could lead them away from Christ. Normal Geisler: Although the context of Colossians 2:8 probably has reference to a proto-gnostic type of philosophy at Colosse that had a disastrous mix of legalism, asceticism, and mysticism with Christianity, the implications of Paul’s exhortation to ‘beware of philosophy’ are appropriately applied to other alien systems of thought that have invaded Christianity down through the centuries since then. (i.e., it is still good counsel for us)] and empty [vain, empty] deceit [delusions, deceit], according to [according to, after, along with; What am I going along with?] the tradition [transmission, precept, specifically the Jewish traditionary law, ordinance, tradition] of men [David Guzik: The Colossian heresy promoted itself as traditional. It could trace some or many of its ideas back to traditions among the Jews or the Greek philosophers or both. Paul here warned that the tradition of men has no equal authority to the word of God.], according to [What am I going along with?] the basic principles [something orderly in arrangement, element, principle, rudiment; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: [the root word means] like the letters of the alphabet, the materials of the universe . . . elementary teaching . . . elements of Jewish ceremonial training] of the world, and not according to [according to, after, along with; What am I going along with?] Christ [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Christ is the yardstick by which to measure philosophy and all phases of human knowledge. The Gnostics were measuring Christ by their philosophy as many men are doing today. They have it backwards. Christ is the measure for all human knowledge since he is the Creator and the Sustainer of the universe. In measuring or comparing something, we start with a standard of truth and then evaluate.]. 9 For in Him [Who am I in?] dwells [is housed permanently, resides, dwells, inhabits] all the fullness [completion, filling, fullness; This word shows up in two different forms a total of seven times in Colossians and it is a direct assault against the false teachers of the Colossians’ day who used it to describe Wiersbe: The sum total of all the divine power and attributes of false gods. Jesus is completely God—fully God—He is not partially God (let us watch a short video to illustrate this)] of the Godhead [deity, godhead] bodily [physically, bodily]; 10 and you are complete [the same word that is used in Colossians 1:9; literally to cram a net, level up a hollow place; figuratively to furnish, satisfy, execute an office, finish a period or task, accomplish, be complete, end, expire, fill up, fulfill, be or make full, perfect, supply; Robertson: to fill full. Wiersbe: It was used to describe a ship that was ready for a voyage.] in Him [Who am I in? David Guzik: Anything that says we are not complete in Him also takes away from the deity of Jesus. . . . Paul says that this is a fact to be enjoyed, not a status to be achieved.], who is the head [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: There is no other place for Christ. He is first.] of all principality [chiefs, principals, beginnings, magistrates—the head rulers] and power [privilege, authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength—the authority that allows rulers to rule].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. It matters who I am in
2. It matters what I am going along with
3. Jesus is better
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Answer the question: Who am I in?
2. Answer the question: What am I going along with?
3. Get in Jesus and go along with Him
Homework: Read Colossians 2:11-23
Not Legalism but Christ
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Legalism but Christ (Part 1) (Colossians 2:11-23)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2:10
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Introduction
There is a ‘togetherness’ in today’s text. Believers are in Jesus and with Jesus: buried with Him, raised with Him, alive with Him, and victorious in Him. The Christian life is all about Jesus.
On the other side of the fence (apart from Christ) is defeat and isolation.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. [We will cover the rest of this section next week.]
Colossians 2:11-23 (Not Legalism But Christ)
11 In Him you were also circumcised [You may be wondering why we are all of a sudden talking about circumcision, but circumcision was required by the Old Testament Law for Jewish men and observing the Law has been and always will be a common tactic of false teachers—because if keeping the Law is part of Christianity, then Christianity is all about what I can do and not what Christ has done for me. Remember that the Colossian heresy (taught to a mix of Gentile and Jewish believers) was primarily a buffet of false doctrine, so Paul deals with it here.] with the circumcision made without hands [unmanufactured, not made with hands—meaning not the physical circumcision of the penis], by putting off [divestment, putting off (especially of old clothing); Robertson’s Word Pictures: Possibly also coined by Paul. Vaughn: The Greek word for ‘putting off’, a double compound, denotes both stripping off and casting away. If you think about what circumcision is, it is a stripping off of what is not needed and casting it away.] the body of the sins [Textual variant: NU-Text omits of the sins] of the flesh [Wesley: In putting off, not a little skin, but the whole body of the sins of the flesh], by the circumcision of Christ [Christ cuts away (spiritually) dead flesh and replaces it with new life—pictured in baptism], 12 buried with Him [Christ] in baptism [Robertson’s Word Pictures: In the symbol of baptism the resurrection to new life in Christ is pictured with an allusion to Christ’s own resurrection and to our final resurrection. Paul does not mean to say that the new life in Christ is caused or created by the act of baptism. That is grossly to misunderstand him. The Gnostics and the Judaizers were sacramentalists, but not so Paul the champion of spiritual Christianity. . . . Baptism gives a picture of the change already wrought in the heart “through faith.” Guzik: Paul says these Gentile Christians find their true circumcision in their baptism. Christians don’t need to be circumcised, they need to be baptized.], in which you also were raised [raised together from death] with Him through faith in the working [energeia, efficiency, energy, operation, strength, effectual working (implies that it is not just power, but power that is working and doing and accomplishing something)] of God, who raised [this word can be used in a wide variety of ways (to waken, rouse from sleep, from sitting or lying, from disease, from death, awake, lift up, raise again, raise up, rise again, rise up, stand, take up), but the end of the sentence makes the sense clear] Him [Jesus] from the dead. 13 And you [Colossian believers—and by extension, us as modern believers], being [present tense] dead in your trespasses [Wesley: A beautiful expression for original sin, the inbred corruption of your nature, your uncircumcised heart and affections] and the uncircumcision of your flesh [Abbott: Dead in your trespasses and your alienation from God, of which the uncircumcision of your flesh was a symbol], He has made alive together [to reanimate conjointly, quicken together with] with Him [Guzik: Before a person comes to new life in Jesus, he is not a sick man who needs a doctor; he is a dead person who needs a Savior. F. B. Meyer: The reiteration of the prepositions in and with emphasizes our close identification with our Savior. Such we are in the purpose of God, and so we should be in daily experience. In union with Him we have once and forever put away the sins of the flesh, have lain in His grave, have passed to the heavenside of death, and are living under the blue sky of acceptance with God.], having forgiven you all trespasses [a side slip, lapse, deviation, unintentional error or wilful transgression, fall, fault, offence, sin, trespass; It is good to know that whether intentional or unintentional, Jesus’ forgiveness covers it. Geneva Study Bible: A new argument which lies in these few words, and it is this: uncircumcision was no hindrance to you in obtaining life, because you were justified in Christ; therefore you do not need circumcision for the attainment of salvation], 14 having wiped out [smeared out, obliterated, blotted out, wiped away; literally means to anoint over—and since you anoint with your hands, this is a beautiful picture of Jesus’ personal care (using His hands) in dealing with our sins; erasing with a pencil is a bad analogy, but this has beauty (I don’t know how to describe this—I just know I am overwhelmed by it); Barclay: The substance on which ancient documents were written was either papyrus, a kind of paper made of the pith of the bulrush, or vellum, a substance made of the skins of animals. Both were fairly expensive and certainly could not be wasted. Ancient ink had no acid in it; it lay on the surface of the paper and did not, as modern ink usually does, bite into it. Sometimes a scribe, to save paper, used papyrus or vellum that had already been written upon. When he did that, he took a sponge and wiped the writing out. Because it was only on the surface of the paper, the ink could be wiped out as if it had never been. God, in his amazing mercy, banished the record of our sins so completely that it was as if it had never been; not a trace remained.] the handwriting [hand written, a manuscript, legal document, bond, handwriting; Barclay: A note of hand signed by a debtor acknowledging his indebtedness. It was almost exactly what we call an I.O.U.] of requirements [law, decree, ordinance] that was against us [Jesus had something written against Him. John 19:19-20: Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.], which was contrary to us [in the imperfect tense—meaning repeated action; under, covertly, contrary to, opposed, an opponent, an adversary, against]. And He has taken [in the perfect tense (describes an action which is viewed as having been completed in the past, once and for all, not needing to be repeated); lifted, taken away, raised, sailed away, carried, lifted up, loosened, put away, removed] it out of the way [see John 1:29: Where did He take the sin of the world? He took the sin of the world to the cross; middle (perhaps the middle ground between us and God?); Stedman: Sin is no longer an issue in our relationship with God. It affects our fellowship but not our relationship. He has fully dealt with it.], having nailed [nailed, pegged, spiked] it to the cross [Bruce: Jesus took the damning indictment and nailed it to His cross—presumably as an act of triumphant defiance in the face of those blackmailing powers that were holding it over men and women as a means of commanding their allegiance. If there is an analogy here, it may lie in the fact that Jesus’ own accusation was fixed to His cross [The King of the Jews]. Just as His own indictment was fastened there, says Paul, so he takes the indictment drawn up against his people and nails it to His cross. His victorious passion sets them free from their bankruptcy and bondage. It is interesting to note that both indictments were true—Jesus is the king of the Jews and we are guilty. But Jesus proved His and dealt with ours.]. 15 Having disarmed [divested wholly, put off, spoiled] principalities [chiefs, principals, beginnings, magistrates—the head rulers] and powers [privilege, authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength—the authority that allows rulers to rule], He made a public [frank, blunt, public, bold, confident, free, open, plain] spectacle [an exhibit, spectacle; the root word means specimen] of them, triumphing over [a noisy iambus, sung in honor of Bacchus, an acclamatory procession, conquering, victorying, triumphing; Robertson’s Word Pictures: A hymn sung in festal procession and is kin to the Latin triumphus (our triumph), a triumphal procession of victorious Roman generals.] them in it [1 Corinthians 2:8; Guzik: They were defeating themselves and they didn’t even know it.].
Barclay: In these vivid pictures Paul sets out the total adequacy of the work of Christ. Sin is forgiven and evil is conquered; what more is necessary? There is nothing that Gnostic knowledge and Gnostic intermediaries can do for men—Christ has done it all already.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. My Christianity is all about Jesus
2. The believer can do nothing without Jesus
3. When Jesus wins, He wins publicly
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Publicly proclaim Him
2. Publicly proclaim Him
3. Publicly proclaim Him
Hymn: See the Conqueror (Christopher Wordsworth, 1862)
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See, the Lord ascends in triumph,
Conqu'ring King in royal state
Riding on the clouds, His chariot
To His heav'nly palace gate;
Hark! The choirs of angel voices
Joyful alleluias sing,
And the portals high are lifted
To receive their heav'nly King.
Who is this that comes in glory
With the trump of jubilee?
Lord of battles, God of armies,
He has gained the victory.
He who on the cross did suffer,
He who from the grave arose,
He has vanquished sin and Satan;
He by death has spoiled His foes.
While He lifts His hands in blessing
He is parted from His friends;
While their eager eyes behold Him,
He upon the clouds ascends.
He who walked with God and pleased Him,
Preaching truth and doom to come,
He, our Enoch, is translated
To His everlasting home.
Now our heav'nly Aaron enters
With His blood within the veil;
Joshua now is come to Canaan,
And the kings before Him quail.
Now He plants the tribes of Israel
In their promised resting place,
Now our great Elijah offers
Double portion of His grace.
He has raised our human nature
On the clouds to God's right hand;
There we sit in heav'nly places,
There with Him in glory stand.
Jesus reigns, adored by angels;
Man with God is on the throne;
By our mighty Lord's ascension
We by faith behold our own.

Homework: Read Colossians 2:11-23
Not Legalism but Christ
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Legalism but Christ (Part 2) (Colossians 2:11-23)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2:10
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
Introduction
In today’s text, Paul deals with three issues: legalism, mysticism, and asceticism. We can fall into all three, so they are relevant for today’s audience.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
Colossians 2:11-23 (Not Legalism But Christ)
First, Paul deals with legalism.
16 So [Guzik: The opening “so” is important. It connects this thought with the previous thought. Because Jesus won such a glorious victory on the cross, we are to let no one judge you in food or in drink or in other matters related to legalism. A life that is centered on Jesus and what He did on the cross has no place for legalism. Bruce: It would be preposterous indeed for those who had reaped the benefit of Christ’s victory to put themselves voluntarily under the control of the powers which he had conquered.] let no one judge you [see also 1 Corinthians 8-9 and Romans 14-15] in food [eating, food, meat] or in drink [see Jesus’ thoughts on this in Matthew 15:10-20 and Mark 7:14-23 (this should not make us disregard passages such as Ephesians 5:18 (don’t be drunk) or Romans 14:1-4 (don’t do things that would encourage a weaker brother to fall))], or regarding [allotment, division, share, behalf, particular, piece, portion, respect, side, some sort] a festival [festival, feast, holy day] or a new moon [festival of new moon] or sabbaths [Peake: Paul commits himself to the principle that a Christian is not to be censured for its non-observance. For an excellent article about the abolishment of the Sabbath, see The Sabbath Is Abolished section of Coffman’s commentary on Colossians 2: bit.ly/TheSabbathIsAbolished (warning: there are significant doctrinal errors in other parts of Coffman’s commentary on Colossians 2—he replaces one law with another—and we are in danger of doing the same).], 17 which are a shadow [see also Hebrews 8:5; 10:1] of things to come [expectation, to intend, about to be, after that, almost, ready; Ray Stedman: God gave them many of these ceremonies in the Old Testament as shadows, pictures. The problem was that people were performing these rituals mechanically, simply going through the motions.], but the substance [body] is of Christ [Allen Iverson: We talkin’ ‘bout practice. Robertson’s Word Pictures: The . . . body casts the . . . shadow and so belongs to Christ. John MacArthur: A shadow has no reality; the reality is what makes the shadow. Ray Stedman: I carry with me pictures of my wife, my children and my grandchildren. I take them along in order to be ready for people who try to show their pictures to me! I value these photographs and look at them occasionally when I am away from home. But what would you think if I propped up these pictures all over my house and talked to them and tried to relate to them? You would think I had lost my mind—and I probably would have. But, more than that, I would certainly soon lose touch with the very people whose pictures I treasure. They would feel ignored and would probably ultimately leave me and all relationship would cease. Show the Legoland picture here. How we focus on the shadow is a reflection of how we feel about the substance. Johnson: [The dietary and festival observances were] a dim outline, a sketch of an object in contrast with the object itself. . . . The offerings were reflections of the one genuine saving offering at the cross, the priesthood was a foreshadowing of the priestly ministry of Christ, and the kings of Israel faintly suggested the coming King of kings and Lord of lords. The new age, then, is not the extension of Judaism; rather, Judaism was a mere shadow of the present age projected into the past. Dr. Constable: When Christ came, He explained that the Mosaic Law was no longer binding. . . This failure of the false teachers really amounted to a failure to appreciate Christ. Eadie: The new religion [Christianity] is too free and exuberant to be trained down to ‘times and seasons’ like its tame and rudimental predecessor [Judaism]. Its feast is daily, for every day is holy; its moon never wanes, and its serene tranquility is an unbroken Sabbath. Wiersbe: Sad to say, there are many Christians who actually believe that some person, religious system, or discipline can add something to their spiritual experience. But they already have everything they ever will need in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Please understand that if you choose to keep the Old Testament Mosaic Law, you are free in Christ to do so. But understand it will not gain you favor with God.]. 18 [Next, Paul deals with mysticism.] Let no one cheat [award the price against, to defraud, beguile of reward; Robertson’s Word Pictures: To act as umpire against one. . . . To decide or give judgment against] you of your reward, taking delight [desiring, be disposed toward, intending, choosing, preferring, wishing, being inclined to, being about to, delighting in, intending, loving, pleasing rather having] in false humility [humiliation, modesty, humility] and worship of angels, intruding into [intruding into, stepping in to] those things which he has not [Textual variant: NU-Text omits not (but whether the ‘not’ should be there or not does not impact the interpretation—if we have false humility and are puffed up over either what we have seen or what we have not seen, both are problematic))] seen [stared at, discerned clearly, attended to, appeared to, beheld, perceived, seen, taken heed of], vainly [idly, without reason, vainly] puffed up [blown up, inflated, made proud] by his fleshly mind [intellect, mind, understanding], 19 and not holding fast [using strength, seizing, retaining, holding fast, keeping, laying, obtaining, laying hand on, retaining, taking] to the Head [Robertson’s Word Pictures: The headship of Christ is the keynote of this Epistle to the Colossians and the heart of Paul’s Christology. See Colossians 1:18; 2:10, 19. Calvin: He condemns . . . whatever does not bear a relation to Christ. He also confirms his statement on the ground that all things flow from him, and depend upon him. Phillips: The cult at Colosse was doing something a cult always does. It was putting something in the place of Christ.], from whom all the body [See Colossians 1:18, 22, 24; 2:11, 17, 19, 23; 3:15], nourished [furnished, fully supplied, aided, contributed, added, ministered] and knit together [forced, driven together, united, inferred, compacted, gathered, knit together] by joints [Robertson’s Word Pictures: To fasten together . . . connections] and ligaments [Robertson’s Word Pictures: To bind together. Aristotle and Galen use it of the human body.], grows [grows, enlarges, increases] with the increase [growth, increase] that is from God.
Finally, Paul deals with asceticism. Barclay: The Gnostics considered all matter to be essentially evil. If matter is evil, then the body is evil. If the body is evil, two opposite conclusions may be drawn. (a) If the body is essentially evil, it does not matter what we do with it. Being evil it can be used or abused in any way, and it makes no difference. (b) If the body is evil, it must be kept down; it must be beaten and starved and its every impulse chained down. That is to say, Gnosticism could issue either in complete immorality or in rigid asceticism. It is the rigid asceticism with which Paul is dealing here.
20 Therefore [Textual variant: NU-Text and M-Text omit Therefore], if you died with Christ from the basic principles [something orderly in arrangement, element, principle, rudiment; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: [the root word means] like the letters of the alphabet, the materials of the universe . . . elementary teaching . . . elements of Jewish ceremonial training] of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations [the verb form of the noun; prescribed by statute, submit to ceremonial rule, subject to ordinances; Paul is asking a rhetorical question: Why go back to the Law?]— 21 “Do not touch [attach, touch], do not taste [taste, eat, experience], do not handle [manipulate, handle, touch; Barnes: these are not the words of the apostle, forbidding Christians to have anything to do with these ordinances, but are introduced as a specimen of the manner in which they who enjoined the observance of those ordinances pressed the subject on others. Ray Stedman: If you want to know what pleases God, read the last twelve verses of Romans 12. You will not find anything negative there. Rather, we are asked to “bless those who persecute you,” to love the unlovely and minister to the strangers in our midst. Do things that other people cannot do; that is how true faith is demonstrated.],” 22 which all concern things which perish [decay, ruin, corrupt, destroy, perish] with the using [using, consuming]—according to the commandments [injunctions, religious precepts, commandments] and doctrines [instructions, doctrines, teachings, learnings] of men [There are aspects of our lives where bolting things on to the existing is good (cars, houses, clothing, etc.). But the Gospel does not allow bolt-ons. It is Christ and Christ alone. Phillips: What happened to Judaism is another example of what happens when men get their hands on religious rules. As though the Mosaic Law was not extensive enough and thorough enough, the Jewish scribes kept on enlarging it and extending it. They added to it the Halachoth (rabbinical decisions on all questions of ceremony and ritual). They added the Mishna, the legal code that resulted from those rabbinical decisions. Then they added all kinds of sacred legends, the Gemara. Then came the Midrashim, commentaries on the Old Testament, and the Hagada, reasonings based on these commentaries, and finally the kabbala, full of mystical teachings and far-fetched allegories.]? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion [voluntary (arbitrary and unwarranted) piety; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Probably coined by Paul], false humility [humiliation, modesty, humility; same word used in Colossians 2:18], and neglect [unsparing austerity (asceticism), neglecting] of the body [An example of this can be found in The Da Vinci Code and Paul Bettany’s character, Silas. He wears a cilice—a spiked chain—around his thigh. Ray Stedman: Dedication and discipline are a proper part of the Christian life. . . . But you can make a god of discipline. You can take perverse delight in making yourself do difficult things that win the approval of others, and (you imagine), of God as well.], but are of no value [value, money paid, valuables, highest degree, dignity, honor, preciousness, price] against the indulgence [filling up, gratification, satisfying] of the flesh. [Adam Clarke: All these prescriptions and rites have indeed the appearance of wisdom, and are recommended by plausible reasons; but they form a worship which God has not commanded, and enjoin macerations of the body, accompanied with a humiliation of spirit, that are neither profitable to the soul, nor of any advantage to the body; so that the whole of their religion is nothing worth.]
F.B. Meyer: We must not allow our religious life to become a piece of outward ritual. . . . We who have died with Christ must not be always regulating ourselves by the don’ts of the Law. Let us enter Christ’s more intimate fellowship. . . . Ours should be the freedom of a full life.
Wiersbe: When we make Jesus Christ and the Christian revelation only part of a total religious system or philosophy, we cease to give Him the preeminence. When we strive for ‘spiritual perfection’ or ‘spiritual fullness’ by means of formulas, disciplines, or rituals, we go backward instead of forward. Christian believers must beware of mixing their Christian faith with such alluring things as yoga, transcendental meditation, Oriental mysticism, and the like. We must also beware of ‘deeper life’ teachers who offer a system for victory and fullness that bypasses devotion to Jesus Christ. In all things, He must have the preeminence!
It breaks my heart to know when Jesus came, those that had been studying the shadows for hundreds of years missed the substance. It should have been incredibly apparent to all that this Man cast those shadows—that He was the substance and they no longer had to walk around in the darkness of the shadow because the Light of the World had come. But we can be enamored with shadows and miss the substance. That is the challenge of this text to me. Lord, help us not to miss the substance of Christ—not to be consumed with shadows, but to be overwhelmed with the substance of Christ and Christ alone.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Shadows are real
2. Shadows are caused by substance
3. Legalism, mysticism, and asceticism are still around
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Don’t be satisfied with a shadow
2. Be satisfied with substance
3. Jesus is still the answer
Homework: Read Colossians 3:1-11
Not Carnality but Christ
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Carnality but Christ (Part 1) (Colossians 3:1-11)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2:23
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
Introduction
Albert Barnes: In the previous chapter, the apostle had showed what a true Christian ought not to follow after. He had warned the Colossians against the dangers of false philosophy, and the doctrines of erroneous teachers. In this chapter, he teaches them what they ought to pursue and to seek. . . . He specifies the following:
· The duty of setting the affections on things above. . .
· the duty of mortifying their corrupt passions and carnal propensities . . .
· the duty of speaking the truth, since they had put off the old man with his deeds . . . [today]
· the duty of kindness, gentleness, charity, and the spirit of peace . . .
· the duty of edifying one another by psalms and songs of praise . . .
· The duty of wives . . .
· of husbands . . .
· of children . . .
· of fathers . . .
· of servants . . .
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Colossians 3:1-11 (Not Carnality But Christ)
1 If then you were raised [raised together] with Christ, seek [an imperative; be about, desire, endeavor, enquire for, require, seek after] those things which are above [upward, on top, above, high, up; Guzik: Because we were raised with Christ, we should act just as Jesus did when He was resurrected. After His resurrection, Jesus left the tomb. So should we—we don’t live there any more. After His resurrection, Jesus spent His remaining time being with and ministering to His disciples. So should we—live our lives to be with and to serve one another. After His resurrection, Jesus lived in supernatural power with the ability to do impossible things. So should we—with the power and the enabling of the Holy Spirit. After His resurrection, Jesus looked forward to heaven, knowing He would soon enough ascend there. So should we—recognizing that our citizenship is in heaven. We should behave as if we have been raised with Christ—because we have been.], where Christ is, sitting [remaining, residing, dwelling, sitting] at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind [an imperative; exercise the mind, entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; be mentally disposed; interest oneself in with concern or obedience, set the affection on, be careful, be like, be of one, be of the same, let this mind, regard, savor, think] on things above [same word as is used in Colossians 3:1; upward, on top, above, high, up; Clarke: Love heavenly things; study them; let your hearts be entirely engrossed by them. Now, that you are converted to God, act in reference to heavenly things as ye did formerly in reference to those of earth. Robertson’s Word Pictures: It does matter what we think and we are responsible for our thoughts. Guzik: Every Christian is faced with a question: “Who will I identify with, the world or with Jesus?”], where Christ is, sitting [remaining, residing, dwelling, sitting], not on things on the earth [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Paul does not mean that we should never think the things upon the earth, but that these should not be our aim, our goal, our master. The Christian has to keep his feet upon the earth, but his head in the heavens. He must be heavenly-minded here on earth and so help to make earth like heaven. Mowing example.]. 3 For you died [as we learned in Colossians 2], and your life is hidden [concealed by covering, hidden, kept secret] with Christ in God [we are safe with Christ]. 4 When Christ who is our life [Barclay: Sometimes we say of a man, “Music is his life—Sport is his life—He lives for his work.” Such a man finds life and all that it means in music, in sport, in work, as the case may be. For the Christian, Christ is his life.] appears [renders apparent, appears, manifestly declares, makes manifest, shows self], then you also will appear [render apparent, appear, manifestly declare, make manifest, show self] with Him in glory [the future is always better for the believer. Barclay: The point Paul is making here is this. In baptism the Christian dies and rises again. As the waters close over him, it is as if he was buried in death; as he emerges from the waters, it is like being resurrected to a new life. Now, if that is so, the Christian must rise from baptism a different man. . . . Here this letter makes the change that Paul’s letters always make; after the theology comes the ethical demand.].
5 Therefore [since we are dead] put to death [an imperative; nekroo; deaden, subdue, mortify; Barclay: The New Testament never hesitates to demand with a certain violence the complete elimination of everything which is against God] your members [limbs, members] which are on the earth [it seems like this paragraph is focused on sexual sin]: fornication [harlotry (including adultery and incest), idolatry, fornication], uncleanness [impurity (physically or morally), uncleanness], passion [suffering, passion, concupiscence, inordinate affection, lust], evil [worthless, depraved, injurious, bad, evil, harm, ill, noisome, wicked] desire [longing (especially for what is forbidden), concupiscence, desire, lust], and covetousness [avarice, fraudulency, extortion, covetousness, greediness; a compound word for more and have; Barclay: The Greeks themselves defined it as insatiate desire and said that you might as easily satisfy it as you might fill with water a bowl with a hole in it. They defined it as the sinful desire for what belongs to others. It has been described as ruthless self-seeking. Its basic idea is the desire for that which a man has no right to have. It is, therefore, a sin with a very wide range. If it is the desire for money, it leads to theft. If it is the desire for prestige, it leads to evil ambition. If it is the desire for power, it leads to sadistic tyranny. If it is the desire for a person, it leads to sexual sin. C. F. D. Moule well describes it as “the opposite of the desire to give.” This is the heart of this paragraph: Do we want more of what is not our own?], which is idolatry [idolatry, image worship]. 6 Because of these things the wrath [desire, violent passion, punishment, anger, indignation, vengeance, wrath] of God [Stedman: The “wrath of God” is simply his judicial reaction to evil] is coming upon the sons of disobedience [obstinate and rebellious disbelief, disobedience, unbelief; pagans], 7 in which you yourselves once walked [to tread all around, walked at large, lived, deported oneself, followed, went, be occupied with, walked] when you lived in them.
Stedman: Now people rightly ask, “What is the difference between this kind of a demand that Paul is making here when he says, ‘put aside all these things,’ and what the law says? Isn't this putting us back under law?” Not at all. There is a big difference. When the law says, “You must not commit adultery,” or, “You must not covet your neighbor’s wife,” it is saying to humanity in general, “You must stop even though you cannot stop. Inwardly you will fail, if not outwardly.” That is what Jesus refers to in the Sermon on the Mount. The law addresses itself to an already fallen race. Man has, planted in his inner life, a seed of treason and he finds himself disobeying even when he wants to obey. Nobody can obey the law to the degree that God requires. Therefore, the only function of law is to condemn: it condemns us because we cannot, in actual practice, stop. But that is not what Paul is saying. What he is actually pointing out in this letter is, “Now that you have become a Christian you are no longer what you once were. Something has happened. You must now stop because you can stop.” That is what he means in Romans 6:14, “Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law but under grace.” You have a new resource, a new power, a new life, a strong Savior who will be with you in every moment of temptation, and you can say, “No!”
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Our focus should be above
2. Judgment is coming
3. Only God can help (through the power of the Holy Spirit, hidden with Christ, in God the Father)
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Look up
2. Tell others
3. Use the help
Homework: Read Colossians 3:1-11
Not Carnality but Christ
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Not Carnality but Christ (Part 2) (Colossians 3:1-11)
Review: Colossians 1:1-2:23
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
Introduction
Albert Barnes: In the previous chapter, the apostle had showed what a true Christian ought not to follow after. He had warned the Colossians against the dangers of false philosophy, and the doctrines of erroneous teachers. In this chapter, he teaches them what they ought to pursue and to seek. . . . He specifies the following:
· The duty of setting the affections on things above. . .
· the duty of mortifying their corrupt passions and carnal propensities . . .
· the duty of speaking the truth, since they had put off the old man with his deeds . . . [last week and this week]
· the duty of kindness, gentleness, charity, and the spirit of peace . . .
· the duty of edifying one another by psalms and songs of praise . . .
· The duty of wives . . .
· of husbands . . .
· of children . . .
· of fathers . . .
· of servants . . .
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Colossians 3:1-11 (Not Carnality But Christ)
8 But now [now, just now] you yourselves [I find it helpful at times to replace the pronouns in the Bible with my own name—so this verse would start with, ‘Now Jim’] are to put off [an imperative; put away, cast off, lay apart, lay aside, lay down, put away, put off] all these: anger [desire, violent passion, punishment, anger, indignation, vengeance, wrath; short-term anger (think: flare up—like the flame at Ichiban to start the meal)], wrath [passion (as if breathing hard), fierceness, indignation, wrath; Wesley: lasting anger (think: sustained heat—Big Green Egg)], malice [badness, depravity, malignity, trouble, evil, maliciousness, naughtiness, wickedness (think: heart hatred (HT to Stedman))], blasphemy [vilification (especially against God), blasphemy, evil speaking, railing; Barclay: In this context it is much more likely that what is forbidden is slanderous talk against one’s fellow-men (think: slander)], filthy language [vile conversation, filthy communication; a compound word from shameful, base, venal, filthy and speech (think: talking dirty about someone)] out of your mouth [Some commentators think that Colossians 3:8 is all be about sins of the mouth—and they appear to build (flaring up, then sustained heat, then hating someone, then slandering them, then talking dirty about them). However, I think it is all about sins of the heart—see Matthew 12:34; 15:18]. 9 Do not [an imperative] lie [utter an untruth or attempt to deceive by falsehood, lie; Matthew Henry: Lying makes us like the devil (see John 8:44); People’s New Testament: Lying would be a proof that the old man . . . had not been put off] to one another, since you have put off [divested wholly, put off, spoiled, laid aside like old clothes; Bruce: Put off all those old habits, just as you would discard an outworn suit of clothes which no longer fitted you] the old [antique, not recent, worn out, old] man [the old man is a look back at Adam and the first man] with his deeds [practices, acts, functions, deeds, offices, works; the old man had a way of living that must be put off because it is not consistent with the life Jesus has called us to live], 10 and have put on [in the sense of sinking into a garment, invested with clothing, arrayed, clothed with, endued, have put on; Do you have a favorite article of clothing? One that when you put it on you feel extremely comfortable?] the new [new, youthful, fresh, regenerate, young] man [the new man is a look at Jesus and the second Adam; Geneva Study Bible: Both the putting off and the putting on are only begun in us in this present life, and by certain degrees finished, the one dying in us by little and little, and the other coming to the perfection of another life, by little and little; We are called to put on Christ—the new Man. Just as Christ enfleshed Himself in His incarnation, we are to put on the flesh of Christ and grow into it—becoming more and more mature until the day we physically die and receive a new and perfect body.] who is renewed [being renewed, renovated, renewed (another word Paul probably coined)] in knowledge [recognition, full discernment, acknowledgement; we get this knowledge from the Bible] according to the image [likeness, statue, profile, representation, resemblance, image; see also 2 Corinthians 3:18; Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2] of Him [Jesus] who created [fabricated, created, formed, made] him [Adam; remember back to Genesis 1:27; Stedman: Paul is saying that we are to continually remember who we are now, who we once were (but no longer are), and who we will be when Christ returns. That is the true basis for living a Christian life. Scripture calls it “walking with the Lord.” I like that figure because a walk, of course, merely consists of two simple steps, repeated over and over again. It is not a complicated thing. In the same way, the Christian life is a matter of taking two steps, one step after another. Then you are beginning to walk. Those two steps. . . . Paul describes them as, “Put off the old man,” and “put on the new.” Then repeat them. That is all. Keep walking through every day like that. That is how Scripture exhorts us to live.], 11 where [in Christ] there is neither [Robertson’s Word Pictures: There does not exist.] Greek nor Jew [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Race distinctions . . . disappear in Christ and in the new man in Christ], circumcised nor uncircumcised [religious background distinctions disappear], barbarian [foreigner, non-Greek, barbarian; literally, one who sounded like, ‘bar-bar’—the word is making fun of their accent and speech patterns; speech distinctions disappear], Scythian [savage, Scythian; Barclay: The Scythian was . . . little short of being a wild beast, Josephus calls him; cultural distinctions disappear], slave [Barclay: The slave was not even classified in ancient law as a human being; he was merely a living tool, with no rights of his own] nor free [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Class distinctions vanish in Christ. I think this is seen most plainly in Jesus’ selection of His own disciples—the diversity in that group was amazing.], but Christ is all and in all. [Lightfoot: Christ occupies the whole sphere of human life and permeates all its developments.]
How do we know we are thinking according to the old man? We see distinctions. Distinctions of race, religious background, speech, culture, and class. The new man way of living sees none of this—the new man way of living sees Jesus. Albert Barnes: The great thing that constitutes the uniqueness of the church is, that Christ is its Saviour, and that all are his friends and followers. Its members lay aside all other distinctions, and are known only as his friends. They are not known as Jews and Gentiles; as of this nation or that; as slaves or freemen, but they are known as Christians; distinguished from all the rest of mankind as the united friends of the Redeemer. Thomas Coke: The sense of the verse is, that, in the point of obtaining acceptance with God, our regard must be paid solely to Christ; upon him alone we must depend, and not upon the Mosaic law, or any other person or thing whatever:—that cordial faith in Christ is the only term on which God insists for justification; and that this is the case in all, or among all men, let them be Jews, or let them be Gentiles; of whatever nation, or whatever condition, it matters not. Upon this term alone they should be received into favour, without submitting to the ordinances which the Judaizers would gladly obtrude upon them. Matthew Henry: Christ came to take down all partition-walls, that all might stand on the same level before God, both in duty and privilege. Robertson’s Word Pictures: Christ has obliterated the words barbarian, master, slave, all of them and has substituted the word . . . brother.
Stedman: This particular context, dealing with putting off the expressions of the old life, this verse is saying that we can no longer excuse wrong conduct on the basis of class, background or origin. Have you ever heard a Christian say, “I know I have a temper, but I can’t help it. I’m Irish. All Irishmen have hot tempers.” This is the kind of thing Paul describes. There is no longer to be any of that for you are no longer what you once were. Someone else says . . . “I’m blunt, but our whole family is that way.” No, says Paul, we no longer can retreat to that kind of excuse for we are no longer what we were born to be. All such background of class, national origin, training, education, whatever it may be, is all set aside because you are now linked to Christ. “Christ is in all”—all believers—and, therefore, we all have what it takes to say no to wrong and (as we will go on next week to see), to say yes to God, so that our lives are filled with love, peace and joy.
Johnson: The new man lives in a new environment where all racial, national, religious, cultural and social distinctions are no more. Rather, Christ is now all that matters and in all who believe. The statement is one of the most inclusive in the New Testament and is amply supported by the pre-eminence of Christ in New Testament theology. It is a particularly appropriate statement for the Colossians and affords an excellent summary statement of the teaching of the letter. There are three realms, relevant to the Colossians, in which He is all. He is everything in salvation; hence there is no place for angelic mediation in God’s redemptive work (cf. Colossians 1:18-22; Colossians 2:18). He is everything in sanctification; hence legality and asceticism are out of place in the Christian life (cf. Colossians 2:16-23). He is our life (Colossians 3:3-4). Finally, He is everything necessary for human satisfaction; hence there is no need for philosophy, or the deeds of the old man (Colossians 1:26-28; Colossians 2:3; Colossians 2:9-10). He fills the whole life, and all else is hindering and harmful.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Christianity comes with commands to follow
2. Distinctions divide and Christ unites
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Put off the old man and put on the new man
2. Look at Jesus and not at distinctions
Homework: Read Colossians 3:12-17
Character of the New Man
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Character of the New Man (Colossians 3:12-17)
Review: Colossians 1:1-3:11
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Introduction
The first two chapters are primarily truth and the last two chapters are primarily the results of truth. Colossians 3-4 is what it looks like when Christians wear the truth found in Colossians 1-2. When right and true theology is in the mind and heart, actions tend to be right in the hands and feet.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Implementing today’s text (Colossians 3:12-17) is impossible if we skip last week’s text (Colossians 3:8-11). Order matters. We cannot put on the new man until we have put off the old man. If today’s text sounds hard to do, it may be because we have not done what Colossians 3:8-11 demands.
Colossians 3:12-17 (Character of the New Man)
Ephesians 4-5 contains much language that is similar to Colossians 3:12-17.
12 Therefore, as the elect [select, favorite, chosen, elect; Stedman: We did not elect ourselves into the kingdom of God. . . . Though we needed to make a decision for Christ, we soon came to understand that we would never have made that decision had we not been drawn to him and chosen of him. It is his choice of us that enabled us to choose him.] of God, holy [sacred, physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially consecrated, holy, saint] and beloved [agapeo; Barclay: The significant thing is that every one of these three words originally belonged, as it were, to the Jews. They were the chosen people; they were the dedicated [holy/set apart] nation, they were the beloved of God. Paul takes these three precious words which had once been the possession of Israel and gives them to the Gentiles.], put on [same word used in Colossians 3:10; in the sense of sinking into a garment, invested with clothing, arrayed, clothed with, endued, have put on; Charles Ellicott: As you have put on the new man, put on all its characteristic qualities. Stedman: The apostle has written in terms of putting off and putting on clothes. That suggests that this ought to be done every morning. Guzik: Each one of the qualities mentioned in this passage express themselves in relationships. A significant measure of our Christian life is found simply in how we treat people and the quality of our relationships with them.] tender [bowels] mercies [pities, mercies], kindness [usefulness, moral excellence, gentleness, goodness, kindness; Barclay: The ancient writers defined chrestotes as the virtue of the man whose neighbour’s good is as dear to him as his own. . . . It is used of wine which has grown mellow with age and lost its harshness. It is the word used when Jesus said, ‘My yoke is easy.’ (Matthew 11:30). Stedman: Kindness is action that reveals compassion.], humility [humiliation of mind, modesty, humbleness of mind, humility of mind, lowliness of mind; Stedman: Humility . . . is the exact opposite of . . . pride], meekness [gentleness, humility, meekness; Stedman: Meekness is “strength under control.” It is real strength, but it does not have to display itself or show off how strong it is. . . . Do not demand that you be satisfied, but, for the sake of a good cause be willing to suffer loss. Meekness is the exact opposite of rudeness and abrasiveness.], longsuffering [longanimity (a disposition to bear injuries patiently), forbearance, fortitude, longsuffering, patience; Stedman: the enduring of another’s exasperating conduct without flying into a rage]; 13 bearing with [holding oneself up against, putting up with, bearing with, enduring with, forbearing with, suffering with; Stedman: This is similar to longsuffering, but it is the positive side. Literally it is “to uphold and support” someone; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: As to present offences] one another, and forgiving [granting as a favor, pardoning, rescuing, delivering, forgiving, giving, granting; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: As to past] one another, if anyone has a complaint [blame, fault, quarrel] against [toward, near, against] another; even as [just as, according to, how] Christ forgave [granted as a favor, pardoned, rescued, delivered, forgave, gave, granted] you [Barnes: Always afterward to treat him as kindly as if he had not injured us—as God treats us when he forgives us. How did Christ forgive us? Barnes: Freely . . . entirely . . . forever; Stedman: It is helpful to remember that forgiveness means at least three things. First, it means that we are not to bring up to the person whom we have forgiven the thing we forgave. We are to treat him as though it did not happen. We are not to constantly harass him or her with reminders of the evil things they did in the past. Some marriages stumble greatly at this point because the partners not only get hysterical, they get historical! They go back over the past, ready to trot it out and rehash it once more. That shows that it has never truly been forgiven in the first place. God does not do that. How terrible it would be if he did—if we had constantly to face reminders from him of the awful things of our past! [While reading this quote to my family yesterday, my 11-year-old son spoke up and said, “The devil does that!”] The second thing forgiveness means is that we do not tell anybody else about the matter that is forgiven. We do not gossip about it to others. It is not that we actually erase it from memory—we may think of it from time to time—but we are not to dwell on it. We are not to allow it to take over again, to awaken feelings of resentment and unfairness and play it all over again. We can do that because we ourselves have been forgiven. Let us remember how graciously God has set aside our own failures. Then the third thing forgiveness means is: you do not remind yourself of what has been forgiven! Even in your private thoughts you never allow the offense to come up and to color your attitude toward the one you have forgiven. If it does come up, you must put it away and remind yourself that you too need to be forgiven. You do not want people mulling over your sins and dredging them up all the time. No, forgiveness means to put it aside even to yourself because that is what Christ has done for us.], so you also must do. 14 But above all these [Clarke: As the outer garment envelopes all the clothing, so let charity or love invest and encompass all the rest] things put on love [agape], which is the bond [a joint tie, ligament, uniting principle, band, bond; the same word used in Colossians 2:19; Robertson’s Word Pictures: To bind together. Aristotle and Galen use it of the human body.] of perfection [completeness, perfection, maturity; Barnes: Love will bind all the other graces fast together, and render the whole system complete. Without love, though there might be other graces and virtues, there would be a want of harmony and compactness in our Christian graces, and this was necessary to unite and complete the whole. Wright: The other virtues, pursued without love, become distorted and unbalanced. [think: girdle; Doug Skinner: I cannot help to think of a steel band around an old wagon wheel holding all together. If one spoke is broken, then it becomes a rough ride. With out love the band you go NO WHERE.] Spurgeon: These are the sacred vestments of your daily priesthood. Put them on. What if we talked less about modest physical clothing and talked more about modest spiritual clothing? Are we wearing love? Can it be seen? Bill Brandenburg—wear it.]. 15 And let [an imperative] the peace [the root word probably means to join; peace, rest, oneness, quietness, rest] of God rule [arbitrate, govern, umpire, prevail, rule; let the peace of God be the umpire: imagine a situation in which you have a choice of how to respond and you let ‘peace’ decide which is best; Barnes: Commonly used in reference to the Olympic and other games. It means, to be a director, or arbiter of the public games; to preside over them and preserve order, and to distribute the prizes to the victors; Clarke: When a man loses his peace, it is an awful proof that he has lost something else] in your hearts [kardia; thoughts, feelings], to which also you were called in one body [Wright: ‘Peace’ here is not the inward, individual peace of mind which accompanies humble confident trust in God’s love, but a peace which characterizes the community, the ‘body’ as a whole.]; and be [an imperative] thankful [well favored, grateful, thankful; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Keep on becoming thankful]. 16 Let [an imperative] the word [logos; what was said, the topic, reasoning, motive, account, cause, communication, doctrine, fame, intent, matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, reckoning, saying, speech, talk, utterance, word, work] of Christ dwell [inhabit, dwell, be at home, make at home] in you richly [copiously, abundantly, richly; Wiersbe: Many saved people cannot honestly say that God’s Word dwells in their hearts richly because they do not take time to read, study, and memorize it] in all wisdom, teaching [teaching via conversation with the intent to explain or expound] and admonishing [warning, reproving gently, admonishing, cautioning; Dr. Constable: Teaching is the imparting of truth, and admonition is warning against error] one another [Calvin: We ought to stir up others] in psalms [songs accompanied with music; Stedman: Psalms] and hymns [sacred songs that were praises to God; Stedman: praise songs] and spiritual songs [lyrical poems relating to the human spirit; Stedman: testimony songs; Robertson’s Word Pictures: The same song can have all three words applied to it], singing with grace [favor, graciousness, gratitude, favor, pleasure] in your hearts [kardia; thoughts, feelings] to the Lord [Johnson: It has often been noticed that the Colossian passage is parallel with Ephesians 5:18-20. In the latter passage the hymns and songs are the outgrowth of the filling of the Spirit, while in Colossians they are the result of the deep assimilation of the Word of God. In other words, the Word-filled Christian is a Spirit-filled Christian.]. 17 And whatever you do in word [logos] or deed [business, act, deed, work, labor, toil], do all in the name of the Lord Jesus [Spurgeon: Do not draw any line of demarcation, and say, “So far is secular, and so far is religious.” Let your whole life be religious; and if there is anything proposed to you, in which you cannot glorify God, do not touch it. Stedman: Ruth Graham had for years a sign over her kitchen sink that said, “Divine services held here three times a day.” Washing the dishes can be an act of worship if you do it in the name of the Lord, as unto him. What a difference of motivation this makes to a Christian! You do things you do not like because you offer them willingly to the Lord as a sweet sacrifice to him. If you love someone you will do things for his or her sake that you do not particularly like doing. That is the point here. There are things that money could never pay us to do, but love will motivate us to them. If we love the Lord we offer to him the activities of our day; we do everything with a view to his glory. Fill out your income tax forms with that in mind! Meet with your boss, or your employees, “in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Buy your groceries in the name of the Lord. Do your homework in the name of the Lord Jesus. Thus, you are laboring, not for the world or its benefits, but for Christ. What a glorious picture this gives of the whole of life under the Lordship of Christ. People’s New Testament: If doubtful, see if you can on your knees ask Christ to go with you and bless you in what you are about to undertake. Driscoll’s stripper story. Darrell’s marijuana story. Bruce: The NT does not contain a detailed code of rules for the Christian. . . . Codes of rules, as Paul explains elsewhere (e.g., in Galatians 3:23 to Galatians 4:7), are suited to the period of immaturity when he and his readers were still under guardians; the son who has come to years of responsibility knows his father’s will without having to be provided with a long list of ‘Do’s’ and ‘Don’t’s.’ What the NT does provide is those basic principles of Christian living which may be applied to all the situations of life as they arise (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:21). Dr. Constable: In this contrast we see a basic difference between the New and Old Covenants.], giving thanks [being grateful, expressing gratitude; saying grace at a meal, giving thanks] to God the Father through Him [Jesus; Clarke: Even praises, as well as prayers, must ascend to God through this Mediator. We have no authority to say that God will accept even our thanksgiving, unless it ascend to him through Christ Jesus.].
In summary: F.B. Meyer: The articles of the Christian’s dress are enumerated here, and we need to refer to this list continually in order to be sure that none of them is missing from our spiritual wardrobe. We must not always live in the negative of avoiding wrong, the positive has a clear claim on us; and in each circumstance of trial or temptation we must advance to meet it, arrayed in Christ. As the Lord acted, so must we. We must partake of the family likeness. When a Christian friend manifests over the breakfast-table some ugly feature of the old life, we may fairly urge him to return to his room and complete his dressing. Love is the girdle of the Christian attire. Let the peace of Christ rule within. Let the word of Christ dwell in the innermost chambers of the soul. Let there be mutual love and wholesome glee, the song in the life, and the grace in the heart. . . . A thankful heart makes a victorious and attractive character.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Order matters (putting on comes after putting off)
2. Love binds us and completes us (sorry Jerry McGuire)
3. ‘In the name of the Lord Jesus’ can be a filter (Karrie Harness: Colossians 3:17 can be used as a filter only if we keep in mind Colossians 3:12-16. Many have gone and done horrible acts, “in the name of Jesus,” and believe Jesus blessed them and their acts because they did them in His name. If our actions don’t line up with Jesus’ character, the way we are instructed to act, then we can not count on Him to bless our actions. The only way we will know His character is to be in His word.)
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Put off first, then put on (every day)
2. Cover everything in love
3. Filter my life through Jesus’ name
Homework: Read Colossians 3:18-4:1
The Christian Home
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
The Christian Home (Colossians 3:18-4:1)
Review: Colossians 1:1-3:17
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Introduction
As we get further and further in to Colossians, Paul gets more and more specific. He talked about general things to put off and put on last week, and now he talks to specific roles. In the following weeks, he will call out specific people. Remember that we are fallen and broken and the Bible calls us to a different way than what we hear from the world. Today’s text will not be popular outside the walls of a church—and sometimes is not popular inside the walls of a church. However, if our marriages are to picture Jesus’ relationship to His bride (the church), then it is necessary. Notice also that the boundaries of today’s lesson in submission and obedience is in the Lord.
Ephesians 4-6 contains much language that is similar to Colossians 3:18-4:1.
The Christian Home
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
Colossians 3:18-4:1 (The Christian Home)
We are all biased. You are biased. I am biased. I am biased for the sin that I do not struggle with and against the sin you struggle with.
Constable: The apostle grouped six classes of people in three pairs in the following verses. In each pair he first addressed the subordinate member and then the one in authority. Bear in mind that Paul was speaking to people who are in Christ in each case. We cannot expect a pagan to follow Christ’s commands—a pagan has no Holy Spirit inside to convict of sin and reveal truth.
Dunn: The earliest churches were all ‘house churches’ (see on Colossians 4:15), so that the model of the well-run household provided precedent for the well-run church.
18 Wives [woman, wife; I would appreciate feedback on why Paul started with wives—I have not read anything that was overly convincing on this point], submit [hypotasso; present imperative; a compound word from the words, ‘under,’ and ‘to put in order;’ subordinate, obey, be under obedience, put under, subdue unto, subject to, be put in subjection to/under, submit self unto; Vaughan: The form of the verb (hypotassesthe, middle voice) shows that the submission is to be voluntary. The wife’s submission is never to be forced on her by a demanding husband. Stedman: Submission does not mean inequality. Literally, it means “put yourself under, arrange yourself under someone, for a good and proper purpose.” It is a totally voluntary action.] to your own husbands [man, husband], as is fitting [aneko; imperfect indicative; a compound word from the words, ‘arrive,’ and ‘in the middle;’ to attain to, be proper, convenient, be fit; I think this is more sewing language, but I am not confident; Stedman: There is an order of authority in all God’s world. The Father observes it. The Son observes it. Everything in nature observes it. There is a time to “Give Way”; to give in and support another. Guzik: As is fitting in the Lord does not define the extent of a wife’s submission. It does not define the limit of a wife’s submission. It defines the motive of a wife’s submission. It means, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands because it is a part of your duty to the Lord, because it is an expression of your submission to the Lord.” They submit simply because it is fitting in the Lord to do it. It honors God’s Word and His order of authority. It is part of their Christian duty and discipleship. . . . For wives, submission to their husband is part of their Christian life. When a wife doesn’t obey this word to submit to your own husband as is fitting in the Lord, she doesn’t just fall short as a wife. She falls short as a follower of Jesus Christ. This means that the command to submit is completely out of the realm of “my nature” or “my personality.” Wives aren’t expected to submit because they are the “submissive type.” They are expected to submit because it is fitting in the Lord. This has nothing to do with your husband’s intelligence or giftedness or capability. It has to do with honoring the Lord Jesus Christ. This has nothing to do with whether or not your husband is “right” on a particular issue. It has to do with Jesus being right. This means that a woman should take great care in how she chooses her husband. Remember, ladies: this is what God requires of you in marriage. This is His expectation of you. Instead of looking for an attractive man, instead of looking for a wealthy man, instead of looking for a romantic man, you better first look for a man you can respect. . . . As is the case in every human relationship, the command to submit is not absolute. . . . When the husband asks the wife to sin, she must not submit.] in the Lord [Constable: This subjection rests on divinely prescribed authority, not on any inherent inferiority in spirituality, intelligence, worth, or anything else. This is “fitting” in that it is consistent with what God ordained at the creation of the human race (Genesis 2:18; cf. 1 Timothy 2:13). Guzik: The wife doesn’t submit to her husband because he deserves it. She submits because he is her husband. . . . Submission means you are part of a team. If the family is a team, then the husband is “captain” of the team. The wife has her place in relation to the “captain,” and the children have their place in relation to the “captain” and the wife. Wiersbe: Anyone who has served in the armed forces knows that ‘rank’ has to do with order and authority, not with value or ability.]. [Wives: Put on submission]
19 Husbands [man, husband], love [agapeo; present active imperative (keep on loving); Constable: The Greek word translated “love” is agapao, the “all give” type of love, not phileo, the “give and take” type, nor erao, the “all take” type. Guzik: It can be defined as a sacrificial, giving, absorbing, love. The word has little to do with emotion; it has much to do with self-denial for the sake of another. It is a love that loves without changing. It is a self-giving love that gives without demanding or expecting re-payment. It is love so great that it can be given to the unlovable or unappealing. It is love that loves even when it is rejected. Agape love gives and loves because it wants to; it does not demand or expect repayment from the love given. It gives because it loves, it does not love in order to receive.] your wives [woman, wife; Guzik: Paul’s words to husbands safeguards his words to wives. Husband, if you agapeo, your wife may be more likely to hypotasso, but men should never agapeo to get hypotasso. Men agapeo because obedience to Christ commands it.] and do not be bitter [present imperative; embittered, bitter; Robertson’s Word Pictures: “Stop being bitter” or “do not have the habit of being bitter”] toward them [Guzik: The husband may feel perfectly justified in his harsh or unloving attitude and actions towards his wife, but he is not justified—no matter how the wife has been towards the husband. Agape loves even when there are obvious and glaring deficiencies, even when the receiver is unworthy of the love.]. [Husbands: Put off bitterness and put on love]
20 Children, obey [hypakouo; present imperative; a compound word from the words, ‘under,’ and ‘hear;’ to hear under, to listen attentively, to heed or conform to a command or authority, to hearken, be obedient to, obey] your parents in all things [it is true there is no restriction on this command, but it can hardly be true that God would be pleased with parents who command that which is misaligned with God’s will], for this is well pleasing [fully agreeable, acceptable, well-pleasing] to the Lord [Clarke: In every thing that your parents command you, which is not contrary to the will or word of God. Coffman: Notice that all of the persons addressed regarding their personal and domestic duties were continually reminded of being “in the Lord,” and therefore as having “put on” the graces and virtues commanded earlier in this chapter. The whole teaching is that a Christian must not get “out of character” in dealing with everyday relationships and duties. Kindness, meekness, love, gentleness ... name them all; such virtues must mark the Christian’s life at all times. Guzik: This is one of the important reasons for a child's obedience. When a child respects his parent’s authority, he is respecting God’s order of authority in other areas of life. This idea of an order of authority and submission to an order of authority are so important to God that they are part of His very being. The First Person of the Holy Trinity is called the Father; the Second Person of the Holy Trinity is called the Son. Inherent in those titles is a relationship of authority and submission to authority. The Father exercises authority over the Son, and the Son submits to the Father’s authority—and this is in the very nature and being of God! Our failure to exercise Biblical authority, and our failure to submit to Biblical authority, isn’t just wrong and sad—it sins against the very nature of God. Remember 1 Samuel 15:23: For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.]. [Children: Put on obedience. Perhaps the greatest example of Christ doing this is in the Garden of Gethsemane.]
21 Fathers, do not provoke [present imperative; stimulate to anger, provoke] your children, lest they become discouraged [present subjunctive; spiritless, disheartened, dismayed; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Continued discouragement; Coffman: This should be read against the stern and tyrannical background of the father’s absolute control over his children, as in the Roman Empire when these words were written. As Barclay said: A parent could do anything he liked with his child. He could sell him into slavery. . . . he even had the right to condemn his child to death and carry out the execution himself. Bruce: Parents, and specially fathers, are urged not to irritate their children by being so unreasonable in their demands that their children lose heart and come to think that it is useless trying to please their parents. Barclay: Luther’s father was so stern to him that Luther all his days found it difficult to pray: “Our Father.” . . . Luther himself said, “Spare the rod and spoil the child. It is true. But beside the rod keep an apple to give him when he does well.”]. [Fathers: Put off provocation]
22 Bondservants [slaves], obey [hypakouo; same word that is used in Colossians 3:20; present imperative; a compound word from the words, ‘under,’ and ‘hear;’ to hear under, to listen attentively, to heed or conform to a command or authority, to hearken, be obedient to, obey; Please note that everyone is under some type of authority] in all things your masters [Lord, God, master; Why did Paul not command that slavery be abolished? Coffman: True Christianity does not consist of any kind of attack upon social institutions, even so vicious and deplorable a system as that of slavery. Christ and the apostles were not revolutionaries in the modern sense of that word. . . . It is as leaven and not as dynamite that the religion of Christ works. Constable: Paul did not argue for the abolition of slavery but urged Christians to behave as Christians within that social structure. . . . It is more important for Christians to carry out our mission as Christians, in whatever social conditions we find ourselves, than it is for us to make changing those conditions our primary concern. Learn to obey where you are in whatever situation you are in. Guzik: In a modern context, towards their employer or supervisor] according to the flesh, not with eyeservice [sight labor, that needs watching, eye-service; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Without duplicity], as men-pleasers [man courting, fawning, men-pleaser], but in sincerity [singleness, sincerity, without self seeking, generosity, bountifulness, liberality, simplicity, singleness; Robertson’s Word Pictures: Simple, without folds] of heart, fearing [frightened, alarmed, in awe of, revering, afraid of, fearing, reverencing] God [McGee: Don’t keep your eye on the clock. Keep your eye on Christ. He is the One whom you are serving.]. 23 And whatever you do [make, do], do [present imperative; toil, effect, engage in/with, commit, do, labor for, minister about, trade, work] it heartily [from the spirit, from the breath, out of the spirit, out of the breath; from the inside/empowering of the Spirit], as to the Lord [Stedman: We are to work “as unto the Lord.” That is to be our motivation. It is the Lord Christ we are serving. Every employee ought to write that down and put it somewhere where he can see it during working hours. “It is the Lord Christ I am serving.” Do not ever work for anyone else, as a believer. Work only for the Lord. Your employer may pay your salary, but it is the Lord for whom you are working. If you do that both the quality and the quantity of your work will improve, because you are working out of gratitude and love to the Lord. Love, of course, is the greatest driving force in life. What a change this will make in your job! Barclay: He insists that the slave must be a conscientious workman. He is in effect saying that his Christianity must make him a better and more efficient slave. Christianity never in this world offers escape from hard work; it makes a man able to work still harder. Nor does it offer a man escape from difficult situations; it enables him to meet these situations better.] and not to men, 24 knowing [perfect participle; knowing, seeing, being aware, beholding, considering, looking on, perceiving, understanding] that from the Lord you will receive [future indicative; receive, take aside, take] the reward [requital, reward] of the inheritance [present indicative; heirship, possession, inheritance; Barclay: Under Roman law a slave could not possess any property whatsoever and here he is being promised nothing less than the inheritance of God]; for [Textual variant: NU-Text omits for] you serve [you are a slave, you are in bondage, you serve] the Lord Christ [Coffman: As [Alfred] Barry pointed out, “The only peculiarity in this passage (as compared with the parallel in Ephesians) regards the strong emphasis on ‘the reward of the inheritance.’” The inheritance is exactly the thing which no slave could receive; only a son could be an heir of God (Galatians 4:7). Thus the slave on earth is recognized as a son in heaven. This may have something to do with Onesimus carrying this letter along with the letter to Philemon.]. 25 But he who does wrong [present participle; is unjust, actively does wrong, hurts, injures, is an offender] will be repaid [tended to, be taken care of, provided for, carried off from harm, obtain, received] for what he has done [aorist indicative; is unjust, actively does wrong, hurts, injures, is an offender; Guzik: When a Christian worker does poorly in his job, he should not expect special leniency from his boss, especially if his boss is a Christian. Being a Christian should make us more responsible, not less responsible.], and there is no partiality [partiality, favoritism, respecter of persons; Clarke: God neither esteems nor despises any man because of his outward condition and circumstances. God doesn’t love the master more than the slave. Guzik: For ancient Christian slaves and for modern Christian workers, there is no guarantee on earth of fairness of treatment from those whom they work for. Sometimes partiality means that bad workers are unfairly rewarded and good employees are penalized or left unrewarded. Paul assures both our ancient brethren and us that there is a final rewarding and punishment, and with this there is no partiality. Coffman: Paul here extended to the slaves of the ancient Roman Empire, perhaps the most unfortunate class ever to live on earth. . . . No matter what inequalities, no matter what injustice, no matter how much unfairness, partiality and wickedness may torture one's earthly existence, the eternal reward is absolutely sure. God will make all things right. Now people may view this as “pie in the sky” if they wish, but it is surely better than any five-year plan advocated by Marx. Without the divine assurance in view here, there can be no true stability of heart, no genuine serenity of the soul, in fact, no real sanity on earth!]. [Slaves: Put off eyeservice and put on obedience]
1 Masters [Lord, God, master], give [present imperative; hold near, present, afford, exhibit, furnish, bring, do, give, keep, minister, offer, shew] your bondservants [slave, bondservant] what is just [equitable, innocent, holy, just, meet, righteous] and fair [likeness, equity, equality], knowing [perfect participle; same word used in Colossians 3:24; knowing, seeing, being aware, beholding, considering, looking on, perceiving, understanding] that you also have [present indicative] a Master [Lord, God, master] in heaven [Clarke: The condition of slaves among the Greeks and Romans was wretched in the extreme; they could appeal to no law; and they could neither expect justice nor equity. The apostle, therefore, informs the proprietors of these slaves that they should act towards them both according to justice and equity; for God, their Master, required this of them, and would at last call them to account for their conduct in this respect. Coffman: Paul did not here dwell very long on the duties of masters, because at the same time he was sending Philemon a personal letter devoted to reconciling the situation with his erstwhile runaway slave, now returned.]. [Masters: Put on equality]
Johnson: It should be remembered that, while all Christians are on the same level in the Lord, there are still spheres in which subordination must be recognized. In fact, there are four spheres in which believers live: (a) in Christ; (b) in the household; (c) in the church; (d) in the state. In Christ there is no difference between Jew and Greek, bond and free, or male and female (Galatians 3:28). In the household, while there is intrinsic spiritual equality, there are distinctions. The husband is the head of the wife (Ephesians 5:23), and children are to obey both (Ephesians 6:1; cf. Colossians 3:20), the Lord being the supreme illustration (Luke 2:51). The slave, too, is to be subject to his master (Titus 2:9; 1 Peter 2:18). In the church all are subject to the oversight of the elders (1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:7), and to the Lord (Ephesians 5:24). In the state even the believers, although God’s children and heavenly citizens, are subject to the secular authorities and earthly statutes (Romans 13:1; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13).
F.B. Meyer: From these high flights into the eternal and divine, Paul turns to the daily duties of the home, and demands that in the simplest domestic concerns the disciple should ever keep in mind the high claims of Christ. No act of life can be left outside the sacred enclosure of His everlasting love. As the moon affects the tides around the world, even in the smallest indentations of the coast, so must the power of Christ’s resurrection make itself felt in the behavior of the servant and the child. It is especially beautiful to notice the Apostle’s constant reference to the bond-slaves who formed so important an element in the early Church. There they learned that in Christ all souls were free, and that in Him also master and slave were brethren. Stealing out at night from the arduous labors of his lot, many a poor slave would return with new conceptions of his daily tasks, to be applied to the service rendered to his Lord. No angel in heaven’s high temple has more definite service to the King than any honest and industrious servant may daily render to Jesus. Here is the dignity of labor indeed! And, masters, remember your Master.
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Everyone is under authority
2. Being under authority does not lower value
3. Being under authority allows for God’s will to be done
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Learn to live as #2
2. Learn to live as #2
3. Learn to live as #2
Homework: Read Colossians 4:2-6
Christian Graces
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Christian Graces (Colossians 4:2-6)
Review: Colossians 1:1-4:1
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
Introduction
Evaluation process:
· Last thing before Paul signs the letter
· Paul has been talking about prayer a lot
· My opportunity to season my conversation with salt
· What am I willing to share?
Main points: earnestly pray and walk in wisdom
Lessons learned: you better be willing to be an open book
Lesson Outline (from the NKJV)
Greeting				Colossians 1:1-2
Their Faith in Christ			Colossians 1:3-8
Preeminence of Christ			Colossians 1:9-18
Reconciled in Christ			Colossians 1:19-23
Sacrificial Service for Christ		Colossians 1:24-29
Not Philosophy but Christ		Colossians 2:1-10
Not Legalism but Christ		Colossians 2:11-23
Not Carnality but Christ		Colossians 3:1-11
Character of the New Man		Colossians 3:12-17
The Christian Home			Colossians 3:18-4:1
Christian Graces			Colossians 4:2-6
Final Greetings				Colossians 4:7-15
Closing Exhortations and Blessing	Colossians 4:16-18
Christian Graces
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Colossians 4:2-4:6 (Christian Graces)
Pray and pray for (private life)
2 Continue [devote, continue steadfastly, be earnest and unwearied, persist, continue in] earnestly in prayer, being vigilant [wakeful, watchful, alert, aware] in it with thanksgiving [giving thanks, watching in it in thanksgiving; Thanksgiving is often associated with prayer: Ephesians 6:18: praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints; Romans 12:12: rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; Philippians 4:6: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18; 1 Timothy 2:1; Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8; 21:36; Acts 1:14; 20:31; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; My prayer life looks like the steering wheel of a Ford Expedition]; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak [Paul asks for prayer, not for his circumstances (this is during his first imprisonment), but rather for the message of the Gospel. Paul often made this request (Romans 15:30; Ephesians 6:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1). I hear often, “Find out where God is active and get in on it.”].
Walking in wisdom = what you say (public life)
5 Walk [be, live, act, conduct yourselves, behave; part of the working out] in wisdom [sophia; Colossians 1:9, 28; 3:16] toward those who are outside [toward outsiders, towards them that are without, those without], redeeming the time [same in nearly all translations]. 6 Let your speech [conversation, everything you say, your words; the other part of working out] always be with grace [pleasing, gracious], seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one [know how to give the Gospel, know how to give your testimony; story about Dustin; story about moving a room].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Keep your head down
2. Wisdom comes out of your mouth
3. Know the hope
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Make prayer a lifestyle
2. Always inspect my words before I speak
3. Practice my testimony
Homework: Read Colossians 4:7-15
Final Greetings
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Final Greetings (Part 1) (Colossians 4:7-15)
Review: Colossians 1:1-4:6
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Introduction
If I were titling today’s passage, it would be, “Shout Outs.” Paul has concluded the bulk of his letter, he has addressed theology and church issues and now comes to the more tactical matters of passing along greetings, encouragement, and hope.
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
I hope you have people in your life like Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, Demas, and Nymphas. People you can count on. People that, because of what God has done in their lives, are worthy of being called out.
Their lives should be an encouragement to us. Thousands of years ago the Spirit of God was working in their lives to bless others. And that same Spirit is working in ours. God has not stopped this work. The work of using ordinary men and women to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
We will learn about a few of them today and the rest later on.
Colossians 4:7-15 (Final Greetings)
7 Tychicus [fortuitous, fortunate; shows up in Acts 20:4, Ephesians 6:21, 2 Timothy 4:12, and Titus 3:12; Guzik: Apparently, the Colossian Christians didn’t know who Tychicus was. . . . Apparently Epaphras, who brought the news from Colosse to Paul in Rome (Colossians 1:7), would not return to Colosse soon; so Paul sent Tychicus instead. Tychicus is mentioned in Acts 20:4 as one of the men who came with Paul from the Roman province of Asia to Jerusalem, to carry the offering of those believers to the needy Christians of Jerusalem and Judea. Coffman: He carried the epistle to the Colossians and that of the Ephesians to their destinations.], a beloved [agape] brother, faithful [trustworthy, trustful, faithful, sure, true; the adjective form of the Greek word for faith; Stedman: The chief virtue of a Christian at work is faithfulness] minister [diakonos; waiter, servant (one who executes the commands of another)], and fellow servant [fellow servant, co-slave; used of Epaphras in Colossians 1:7] in the Lord, will tell you [make known to you, certify, declare] all the news about me [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: All the things relating to me]. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know [Textual variant: NU-Text reads you may know our circumstances and he may; be aware of, feel, have knowledge of, perceive, be sure of, understand] your circumstances [peri; all over, around, circuits, circumstances, about, above, against, at, on behalf of, concerns, how it goes with you, on, over, pertaining to, sake, state] and comfort [call near, invite, console, exhort, entreat, pray; the knowledge of their circumstances was not to talk about them, but to help them] your hearts, 9 with Onesimus [profitable; shows up in Philemon 1:10; Luther disagrees that this is the same Onesimus in Philemon, saying, “It can scarcely be believed that this is the slave of Philemon,” but virtually all of the commentators believe that it is the same man], a faithful and beloved brother [same words used of Tychicus in Colossians 4:7], who is one of you [Philemon]. They will make known [make known to you, certify, declare] to you all things which are happening here [‘here’ was in Rome in prison; Adam Clarke: These brethren could give an account of the transactions at Rome, relative to the apostle and Christianity, which it might not be prudent for him to commit to writing. . . . The reign of Nero was not only cruel, but suspicious, jealous, and dangerous. These men carried Colossians, Ephesians, and Philemon.].
10 Aristarchus [the best ruling; shows up in Acts 19:29, 20:4, 27:2, and Philemon 1:24] my fellow prisoner [fellow prisoner, co-captive; Coffman: This man, a Jew of Thessalonica, is first mentioned in the New Testament in Acts 19:22, where it is reported that, along with Gaius, he was dragged into the theater at Ephesus. When the riot was over and Paul left Ephesus, Aristarchus went with him (Acts 20:4), appearing again as one of the committee in charge of Paul’s collection for Jerusalem. Presumably, Aristarchus remained with Paul continuously; because, after the two-year imprisonment at Caesarea, Luke reveals that Aristarchus was “with us” in the long voyage to Rome (Acts 27:2). Adam Clarke: Aristarchus and Epaphras . . . here [Aristarchus] is said to be a prisoner, and Epaphras not. In [the letter] to Philemon, Epaphras is called a prisoner, and Aristarchus not. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Meyer conjectures that Paul’s friends voluntarily shared his imprisonment by turns. That sounds to me like something that we do. Barclay: Aristarchus was a man who was always on the spot when things were at their grimmest. Whenever Paul was in bad trouble Aristarchus was there. That is holding the rope. Guzik: It seems that Aristarchus had an interesting habit of being with Paul in hard times] greets [welcomes, embraces, greets, salutes] you, with Mark [Markus; shows up in Acts 12:12, 25, 15:37, 39, 2 Timothy 4:11, Philemon 1:24, and 1 Peter 5:13 (this may not be the same Mark)] the cousin [cousin, sister’s son] of Barnabas [son of rest/prophecy/encouragement; shows up all throughout Acts, as well as in Galatians 2:1, 9, 13; Bruce: It is from this reference alone that we learn that Mark was Barnabas’ cousin; Guzik: It reminds us that the Book of Acts is an incomplete record of the history of the early church] (about whom you received [accepted, attained, brought, caught, hold, obtained, received, took away] instructions [commandments, precepts]: if he [Mark] comes to you, welcome [an imperative; accept, receive, take; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Hospitable reception] him [the Colossians may have heard about Paul and Barnabas’ split over John Mark and may have held hard feelings about it had Paul not told them to receive John Mark; Stedman: That reference to Mark takes us back to the first missionary journey of Paul, recorded in the thirteenth chapter of the Book of Acts, when the apostle, together with Barnabas, was sent out from the church at Antioch. They took with them a young man named John Mark (who is referred to in Acts 13 as John). . . . When things got tough on the journey with Paul and Barnabas Mark wanted to go home. . . . And that was what he did, abandoning the work. Later, when Barnabas wanted to take him on the second missionary journey, Paul resisted and refused to allow a quitter to go along. Barnabas instead took Mark to Cyprus, where they ministered there. Paul and Barnabas had an argument and split up for several years. Wiersbe: John Mark is an encouragement to everyone who has failed in his first attempts to serve God. He did not sit around and sulk. He got back into the ministry and proved himself faithful to the Lord and to the Apostle Paul. This passage also proves that Paul and Barnabas made up as well.]), 11 and Jesus [Jehovah is salvation; not Jesus Christ, but rather this man’s Jewish name] who is called Justus [just; while there are other Justus’ in Scripture, this is the only time this one is mentioned; Justus is the Roman name]. These are my only fellow workers [co-laborers, companions in labor, fellow helpers, fellow workers, fellow laborers, workfellows] for the kingdom [royalty, rule, realm, kingdom, reign] of God who are of the circumcision [Jews; Coffman: There is infinite pathos in these tragic words. Paul’s concern for the salvation of many Jews in the great Roman capital had been frustrated and defeated.]; they have proved to be a comfort [paregoria; an address alongside, consolation, comfort, relief, solace; our modern English medicine paregoric is a direct descendant of this word] to me. [Justus: (1) completely unknown except for being a fellow worker, (2) the Holy Spirit considered him to be a comfort to a man of God, and (3) he made the list. I’m good with that.]
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Agape brothers and sisters stick
2. We must know each other to help
3. God needs workers
4. Faithful brothers and sisters will be imprisoned
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Find agape brothers and sisters (pro tip: be one and you will find one)
2. Know and be known
3. Get to work (Wiersbe: Someone has said that the greatest ability in the world is dependability)
4. Faithful brothers and sisters must be ministered to
Next week, we will look at Colossians 4:12-15 and examine Epaphras, Luke, Demas, and Nymphas.
Homework: Read Colossians 4:7-15
Final Greetings
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Final Greetings (Part 2) (Colossians 4:7-15)
Review: Colossians 1:1-4:6
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
Introduction
Continuing last week’s introduction, if I were titling today’s passage, it would be, “Shout Outs.” Paul has concluded the bulk of his letter, he has addressed theology and church issues and now comes to the more tactical matters of passing along greetings, encouragement, and hope. Last week we learned about Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, and Justus. This week, we will learn about Epaphras, Luke, Demas, and Nymphas.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
I hope you have people in your life like Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, Demas, and Nymphas. People you can count on. People that, because of what God has done in their lives, are worthy of being called out.
Their lives should be an encouragement to us. Thousands of years ago the Spirit of God was working in their lives to bless others. And that same Spirit is working in ours. God has not stopped this work. The work of using ordinary men and women to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Colossians 4:7-15 (Final Greetings)
Paul writes to the church in Colosse—a city in Phrygia in Asia Minor (now part of Turkey). John Dummelow: Colossæ was a town of Phrygia in Asia Minor, situated upon the S. bank of the Lycus, a tributary of the Mæander. Laodicea (Colossians 2:1; 4:13, 4:15-16; Revelation 1:11; 3:14) and Hierapolis (Colossians 4:13) were distant from it eleven and thirteen miles respectively. As these cities grew, Colossæ seems to have declined.
John Gill: [Colossae] is said to have perished a very little time after the writing of this epistle . . . by an earthquake, in the year of Christ 66, and in the tenth of Nero.
[Disputed] Adam Clarke: When, or by whom, Christianity was first preached at Colosse, and a Church founded there, we cannot tell; but it is most likely that it was by St. Paul himself, and during the three years in which he dwelt at Ephesus; for he had then employed himself with such zeal and diligence that we are told, Acts 19:10: “That all they that dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” And that Paul preached in Phrygia, the district in which this city was situated, we learn from Acts 16:6: “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia;” and at another time we find that “he went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples;” Acts 18:23. It has, however, been argued, from Colossians 2:1, of this epistle, that Paul had never been at Colosse; for he there says: I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh. But the consequence drawn from these words does not absolutely follow.
[image: ]
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David Guzik: The city of Colosse was probably the smallest and least important city that Paul ever wrote to. . . . The city of Colosse is not even mentioned in the Book of Acts. All our Biblical information about the church there comes from this letter and a few allusions in the letter to Philemon. . . . Historically, Colosse was a prosperous city, and famous (along with other cities in its region) for its fabric dyes [perhaps this is one reason why Paul uses so much sewing language]. Yet by Paul’s time the glory it had as a city was on the decline.
12 Epaphras [lovely; many commentators feel that Epaphras founded the church at Colossae, from Colossians 1:7, but this is weak evidence], who is one of you [a Colossian], a bondservant [doulos; slave] of Christ, greets [welcomes, embraces, greets, salutes; same Greek word that is used in Colossians 4:10] you, always laboring fervently [struggling, competing for a prize, contending with an adversary, endeavoring to accomplish something, fighting, laboring fervently, striving, agonizing (which reminds me of Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane); Vaughan: Heavy toil to the extent of pain] for you [do not miss these two words—for you—someone was praying for them; Who are you praying for? It is a gift that has no monetary cost but immense value] in prayers [Hiebert: Epaphras holds the unique distinction among all the friends and co-workers of Paul of being the only one whom Paul explicitly commended for his intensive prayer ministry; Guzik: Prayer is hard work, and Epaphras worked diligently at it, especially knowing the danger of the false teaching in Colosse—remember the Ryan’s buffet], that you may stand [abide, continue, covenant, establish, hold up, present, set up, stanch (to stop something (especially blood) from flowing), stand by, stand forth, stand still, stand up] perfect [complete] and complete [Textual variant: NU-Text reads fully assured; literally to cram a net, level up a hollow place; figuratively to furnish, satisfy, execute an office, finish a period or task, accomplish, be complete, end, expire, fill up, fulfill, be or make full, perfect, supply; Robertson: to fill full. Wiersbe: It was used to describe a ship that was ready for a voyage. Same word used in Colossians 1:9 and Colossians 2:10.] in all the will [determination, choice, inclination, desire, pleasure, will; same word used in Colossians 1:1 and Colossians 1:9] of God.13 For I bear him witness [martyreo; am a witness, testify, charge, give evidence, bear record, have a good/honest report, give testimony, bear/give/obtain witness; this word originally meant a witness in a court, but so many Christians died as a result of their testimony that the word’s meaning changed to be one who dies because of what he or she testifies to; Ray Ortlund: God is preparing some of us to stand publicly for Him in heroic ways that will strengthen the rest of us for a whole generation. Prayer: Father, in Jesus’ name I ask you to strengthen our resolve in the midst of the coming persecution so we stand as we should for You and Your church. I ask for our feet to be planted firmly in the truth of Your word. I ask for our hearts to be in tune to the movement of the Holy Spirit. I ask for our minds to be renewed with the washing of the water of the word. I ask that our hands be swift to serve You and You alone. I ask that when difficult times come that we would be in sync with the prayer that Jehoshaphat prayed in 2 Chronicles 20:12 when he said, “Neither know we what to do, but our eyes are upon thee.” Help us to dance to the rhythms of your love and to be content with You and in You no matter our circumstances. Amen.] that he has a great zeal [Textual variant: NU-Text reads concern; zelos; can be used positively or negatively, but here, positively; heat, zeal, ardor, fervent mind, zeal] for you, and those who are in Laodicea [people of justice, or, justice of the people; mentioned six times in the Bible, four in Colossians and two in Revelation; see the map], and those in Hierapolis [holy city; only mention in the Bible; Adam Clarke: Called Hierapolis, or the holy city, from the multitude of its temples. Apollo, Diana, Esculapius, and Hygeia, were all worshipped here, as appears by the coins of this city still extant. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Famed for mineral springs and a mephitic [offensive to the smell, gaseous] cavern, ‘Plutonium,’ connected with the worship of Cybele; Stedman: The letter to Philemon, Epaphras is called a “fellow prisoner” of the apostle. That may indicate that he too was arrested by the Romans when he came to visit Paul and was chained as well as the apostle. This would explain why he was unable to return to Colossae.]. 14 Luke [light-giver; his name shows up here, in 2 Timothy 4:11, and in Philemon 1:24—his name never shows up in his gospel or in Acts (perhaps because neither Acts nor his gospel was about him, but about Him); Luke was a physician and we only know that because of this reference and we know he was not a Jew because he was not listed in the group we looked at last week (the only Jews that were with Paul in Rome); Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Both Mark and Luke are with Paul at this time, possibly also with copies of their Gospels with them. This could have been the largest collection of New Testament autographs ever together in one place in the history of the world—up to 37% if Mark, Luke, Acts, Colossians, and Philemon were present] the beloved [agape] physician [doctor] and Demas [governor of the people; his name shows up here, in 2 Timothy 4:10, and in Philemon 1:24; by the time 2 Timothy is written (perhaps five years later), Demas has fallen away—basically the opposite story from Mark; Coffman: There is an old tradition to the effect that he became the owner of a brothel in Dalmatia; several of the commentators suppose that Demas’ true colors were already coming out, so no positive words were used; Barclay: He is Demas and nothing more] greet [welcomes, embraces, greets, salutes; same Greek word that is used in Colossians 4:10 and Colossians 4:12] you [Guzik: The six people who greeted the Colossians were connected with Paul in Rome, during the time of his house arrest and custody before appearing on trial before Caesar. This shows that during this imprisonment—unlike the later one described in 2 Timothy—Paul, though chained, enjoyed at least the occasional company of many friends and associates.]. 15 Greet [an imperative; welcomes, embraces, greets, salutes; same Greek word that is used in Colossians 4:10, 12, and 14] the brethren [adelphos; do not spiritualize this—we are brothers and sisters in Christ (for many of us, our Jesus-blood family is far more significant and long-lasting than our human blood family)] who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas [bridegroom; only mentioned here in the Bible] and the church [ekklesia; called out assembly, church] that is in his [Textual variant: NU-Text reads her; some Greek manuscripts have ‘his’ and some have ‘her,’ but the fact that the name means bridegroom leads me to believe this was a him, not a her] house [home, house, dwelling; Lightfoot: There is no evidence that Christians met in church buildings until the third century].
Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Faithfulness is remembered
2. God needs workers
3. Faithful brothers and sisters will be imprisoned
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Be faithful (Gabe & Michelle Erickson: bit.ly/EricksonMeals; George & Elysia Jackson: bit.ly/JacksonMeals)
2. Get to work (Wiersbe: Someone has said that the greatest ability in the world is dependability)
3. Faithful brothers and sisters must be ministered to
Homework: Read Colossians 4:16-18
Closing Exhortations and Blessing
16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”
18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.
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Colossians: Christ Above All
Closing Exhortations and Blessing (Colossians 4:16-18)
Review: Colossians 1:1-4:15
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.
Introduction
Today we will finish the exegesis of Colossians. As we look at the last portion of the text of Colossians, do not rush, hurry, or look past. Savor every word and phrase. Many times, the most passionate words of a letter are at the end. Don’t miss Paul’s passion. Next week, we will recap what we have learned these 19 weeks and see how the whole fits together.
16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”
18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.
Colossians 4:16-18 (Closing Exhortation and Blessing)
16 Now when [whenever, as long as, when] this epistle [letter, epistle] is read [known again, read] among [near, beside, in the vicinity of] you, see that [an imperative; make, ensure] it is read [known again, read] also in the church of the Laodiceans [see also 1 Thessalonians 5:27; Barnes: The apostles designed that the letters which they addressed to the churches should be read also by others], and that you likewise [also, likewise] read the epistle from Laodicea [The what? Where is that in the New Testament? It is not, because even though there are many views on this, I think Wesley has it right. Wesley: The epistle from Laodicea—Not to Laodicea. Perhaps some letter had been written to St. Paul from thence. Most people read this, ‘to Laodicea,’ and search for a letter from Paul to Laodicea, but that is not what the text says. It is possible that is what the text means, but it is not what the text says. Three is a letter to the Laodiceans, but it is in Revelation 2-3.]. 17 And say [an imperative; speak, say] to Archippus [horse ruler, master of the horse; only mentioned here and in Philemon 1:2; most likely either the pastor while Epaphras was out or a leader in the Colossian church based on his early mention in Philemon (some commentators take him to be the son of Philemon and Apphia, but there is no evidence to support this)], “Take heed [an imperative; look at, behold, beware, look on, look to, perceive, regard, see, sight, take heed] to the ministry [diakonia; attendance, aid, service, ministering, ministry, office, relief] which you have received [received near, associated with oneself, assumed an office; learned, received, took with] in the Lord, that you may fulfill [Robertson: Present active subjunctive . . . that thou keep on filling it full; literally to cram a net, level up a hollow place; figuratively to furnish, satisfy, execute an office, finish a period or task, accomplish, be complete, end, expire, fill up, fulfill, be or make full, perfect, supply; Wiersbe: It was used to describe a ship that was ready for a voyage. Same word used in Colossians 1:9, 25; 2:10; and 4:12. I wonder if this is the key word for all of Colossians. Two mentions of it before Christ’s reference and two after—both hang off of Christ because only in Christ’s fullness can we fulfill our ministries. Only because Christ is above all can we do what we are called to do.] it [Much discussion in the commentaries occurs over whether or not this is a reprimand or just a comment to encourage Archippus. I feel that it is an encouragement as Archippus is mentioned very positively in Philemon and Colossians and Philemon were written at the same time. It makes little sense to reprimand Archippus in one letter and commend him in another. Barnes: It is always proper to caution even the most faithful and self-denying servants of the Lord to “take heed,” or see to it, that they perform their duties with fidelity. The office of the ministry is such, and the temptations to unfaithfulness are so great, that we need constant watchfulness. Coffman: This verse establishes the principle that a church is responsible for admonishing and encouraging ministers. While the pastor is accountable for what the flock feeds from, the entire church should ensure the salad bar is free from erroneous theology. Each of us will be served a wide variety of items throughout our lives. We must be familiar with truth so we know how to discard garbage.].”
18 This salutation [greeting, salutation] by my own hand [Paul used had an amanuensis (uh-man-you-WHEN-sis; one who wrote what an author said—like a transcriber), but here—in the same manner as he ended 1 Corinthians, Galatians, and 2 Thessalonians—Paul wrote this with his own hand. Calvin: There were even then spurious epistles in circulation, so that it was necessary to provide against imposition. Coffman: This apostolic autograph and salutation served to authenticate the epistle. From this, Macknight reasoned that Paul knew the Colossians and that they knew him and his handwriting, else this autograph would not have meant anything.]—Paul [small, little]. Remember [an imperative; recollect, rehearse, make mention, be mindful, remember] my chains [a band, ligament (of the body) or shackle (of a prisoner), an impediment or disability, band, bond, chain, string; Alford: When we read of ‘his chains,’ we should not forget that they moved over the paper as he wrote. His right hand was chained to the soldier who kept him. The letter itself may have had scratches from Paul’s chains. F.B. Meyer: The clumsy handwriting was accounted for by the weight of the fetters on the poor wrists, yet his heart was full of love and joy. Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: The chain . . . clanked afresh as Paul took the pen to sign the salutation. He was not likely to forget it himself. Stedman: Paul himself has been in glory all these centuries, and yet these words still have meaning for us. It is well for us too to remember his chains, to think of this mighty apostle who was hounded, persecuted and oppressed everywhere he went. He was resisted and thrown into jail in many places. He spent a night and a day in the deep. He was beaten with rods and stoned on occasion. Even as he writes these letters he does not find it easy to do so. He does not sit down in a comfortable room with his word processor. He must dictate them to an educated slave, and then painfully . . . write with large letters his name at the close, lest the letter be treated as a forgery. . . . Let us give thanks for this apostle.]. Grace [graciousness, the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life, benefit, favor, gift, grace, joy liberality, pleasure, thanks; Ironside: As we go over all the thirteen letters that bear his name . . . we see that in every one there is some message about grace at the end. He was preeminently the apostle of grace, and it is no matter of surprise that this precious word should be his secret mark, as it were, thus authenticating every letter. May that grace abound in us as it already has abounded toward us through the abundant mercy of our God.] be with you [Clarke: Without the grace of Christ they could not have become a Church; without this grace they could not continue to be one]. Amen [firm, trustworthy, surely, so be it, amen, verily].
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Apply (So what is the point?)
1. Epistles must be read
2. We need encouragement
3. Jesus is worth chains
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Look at the letters
2. Encourage one another
3. Live for Him

Stedman: Thank You, Father, for Your magnificence in nature. Thank You, Father, for the inner promptings of Your Spirit. Thank You, Father, for fresh truth to live by. Thank You, Father, for people whose lives illustrate Your word. Thank You, Father, for this church to which I belong, for those who help me, intercede for me, support me, love me, inspire me.
Lord, I cannot live as a Christian without them, for I need that part of Yourself that You have placed within them. And they cannot live without me, because they need the gifts that You have deposited in me. Lord, free us of the selfishness, the self-centeredness, the ego-trips, the independence of spirit that keeps us from binding ourselves into one. Lord, help us to think first of those things which will benefit others before we begin listing our own needs. Give us grace to live in such a way that we draw attention to You. Amen.

Colossians: Christ Above All
Summary (Colossians 1-4)
Introduction
Today we conclude our series on Colossians. Let’s quickly review and summarize the letter.
Paul wrote the Epistle to the Colossians while in prison at Rome (AD 59-62).
[image: ]
In Colossians, Paul exalts Christ above creation, above any other reconciliation method with God, above the church, above philosophy, above the law, above legalism, above carnality, above divisions, above the Christian’s character, above the Christian’s behavior at home or in the world, and above Christian friendship—Christ above all. Paul simply does not have time for anything else. I envision Paul wearing an, ‘Ain’t nobody got time for that,’ t-shirt while writing Colossians.
Colossians was written to set straight the idea that Jesus is better than anything and everything that could be mixed in with Christianity. David Guzik: Whatever the problem was precisely, Paul dwelt on the solution: a better understanding of Jesus. Knowing the real Jesus helps us to stay away from the counterfeit, no matter how it comes packaged.
Knowledge objectives: (1) To exalt Christ above all and (2) to recognize the dangers of mixing Christianity with anything else.
Colossians 1:1-4:18
Colossians 1
Greeting (1:1-2)
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother [Paul calls Timothy a brother more often than anyone else],
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Application: Small places with short futures have value to God; Personalization: Value small places
Their Faith in Christ (1:3-8)
3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ [not thanks to them, but thanks to God for them], praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints [what a wonderful thing to be known for]; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel [Wiersbe (quoting Dr. Walter Wilson): “If you were to give a gift that would be suitable for the whole world, what would you give?” . . . Only the Gospel, with its gift of eternal life, was suitable for the whole world], 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit [the Gospel will bring forth fruit], as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
Application: Love is a witness; Personalization: Examine my life for fruit
Preeminence of Christ (1:9-18)
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled [crammed] with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy [Matthew Henry: Good knowledge without a good life will not profit] of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience [Wiersbe: Patience is endurance in action] and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light [picture someone else qualifying so we can participate in the Olympic Games]. 13 He has delivered [rescued] us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God [Do you want to know what God looks like? God looks like Jesus], the firstborn [in importance] over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created [fabricated; Jesus is the Word from John 1 and part of the voice in Genesis 1] that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones [offices] or dominions [rulers/governments] or principalities [head rulers] or powers [authority]. All things were created through Him and for Him [all things are His; He can say, “Mine” over it all]. 17 And [But wait, there’s more!] He is before all things, and [But wait, there’s more!] in Him all things consist [are set together; Lightfoot: He is the principle of cohesion in the universe. He impresses on creation that unity and solidarity which makes it a cosmos instead of a chaos.]. 18 And [But wait, there’s more!] He is the head of the body [singular], the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead [my Jesus took death to the grave and left it there and then He brought out life for us], that in all things He may have the preeminence.
Application: There is always ‘more’ with Jesus; Personalization: Look for the ‘more’
Reconciled in Christ (1:19-23)
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell [house permanently], 20 and [But wait, there’s more!] by Him to reconcile all things to Himself [Robertson: Sin somehow has put the universe out of joint. Christ will set it right.], by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace [harmonizing] through the blood of His cross [reconciliation is God exchanging my separated relationship with Him with a peaceful relationship with Him through the finished work of Christ].
21 And [But wait, there’s more!] you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death [Guzik: In the work of reconciliation, God didn’t meet us halfway. God meets us all the way and invites us to accept it.], to present you holy, and [But wait, there’s more!] blameless, and [But wait, there’s more!] above reproach [unthinkably guilty] in His sight [literally, directly in front of; Where will you go to hide when you are directly in front of God? All will be laid bare and the only acceptable defense will be Jesus]— 23 if indeed [since] you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Application: God reconciles us; Personalization: Stop working for reconciliation
Sacrificial Service for Christ (1:24-29)
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings [the proper response to suffering is rejoicing] for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill [cram full] the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus [not perfect in the teachings of Paul or the teachings of Apollos, but perfect in Christ Jesus; Paul’s business card would not have directed people to Paul, but rather would have directed people to Christ]. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
Application: Suffering is part of Christianity; Personalization: Encourage and admonish one another
Colossians 2
Not Philosophy but Christ (2:1-10)
1 For I want you to know what a great conflict [agony] I have for you and those in Laodicea [the city just down the road], and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged [comforted], being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge [saying Jesus has all wisdom and knowledge was in direct opposition to Gnosticism—the idea that knowledge leads to enlightenment and the exalting of the spiritual over the physical].
Application: Love is critical; Personalization: Agonize over loving each other
4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you [up close] with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit [Paul was absent physically because of imprisonment, so don’t use this phrase lightly], rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ [Who am I in?].
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk [go on walking] in Him [Who am I in?], 7 rooted and built up in Him [Who am I in?] and established [stabilized] in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to [What am I going along with?] the tradition of men, according to [What am I going along with?] the basic principles of the world, and not according to [What am I going along with?] Christ. 9 For in Him [Who am I in?] dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete [crammed] in Him [Who am I in?], who is the head of all principality and power [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: There is no other place for Christ. He is first.].
Application: Who I am in and what I go along with matter; Personalization: Get in and go with Jesus
Not Legalism but Christ (2:11-23)
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ [Christ cuts away (spiritually) dead flesh and replaces it with new life], 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him [Guzik: Before a person comes to new life in Jesus, he is not a sick man who needs a doctor; he is a dead person who needs a Savior], having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out [anointed over] the handwriting of requirements [I.O.U.] that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken [once and for all] it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross [In the cross, Jesus proved His accusations (King of the Jews) and dealt with ours]. 15 Having disarmed [spoiled] principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle [exhibit] of them, triumphing over them in it.
Application: When Jesus wins, He wins publicly; Personalization: Publicly proclaim Jesus
16 So [Paul deals with legalism] let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ [John MacArthur: A shadow has no reality; the reality is what makes the shadow. How we focus on the shadow is a reflection of how we feel about the substance.]. 18 [Paul deals with mysticism] Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up [inflated] by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head [Christ is above all], from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.
20 [Paul deals with asceticism] Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations [Paul is asking a rhetorical question: Why go back to the Law?]— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? [The Gospel does not allow bolt-ons. It is Christ and Christ alone.] 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body [asceticism], but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh [F.B. Meyer: We must not allow our religious life to become a piece of outward ritual.].
Application: Shadows are real; Personalization: Be satisfied with the substance
Colossians 3
Not Carnality but Christ (3:1-11)
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek [an imperative] those things which are above [Clarke: Love heavenly things], where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set [an imperative] your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory [the future is always better for the believer].
5 Therefore [since we are dead] put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness [C. F. D. Moule: The opposite of the desire to give; Do we want more of what is not ours?], which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
Application: Our focus should be above; Personalization: Look up
8 But now you yourselves are to put off [an imperative] all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another [Matthew Henry: Lying makes us like the devil], since you have put off the old man [the old man is a look back at Adam and the first man] with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man [the new man is a look at Jesus who is the second Adam] who is renewed [renovated] in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Race distinctions . . . disappear in Christ and in the new man in Christ], circumcised nor uncircumcised [religious background distinctions disappear], barbarian [speech distinctions disappear], Scythian [cultural distinctions disappear], slave nor free [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Class distinctions vanish in Christ], but Christ is all and in all [How do we know we are thinking according to the old man? We see distinctions. Distinctions of race, religious background, speech, culture, and class. The new man way of living sees none of this—the new man way of living sees Jesus. Robertson’s Word Pictures: Christ has obliterated the words barbarian, master, slave, all of them and has substituted the word . . . brother.].
Application: Christianity has commands to follow; Personalization: Put off and put on
Character of the New Man (3:12-17)
[Implementing this next paragraph impossible if we skip the last paragraph. Order matters. We cannot put on the new man until we have put off the old man.] 12 Therefore, as the elect [favorite, chosen] of God, holy and beloved [Barclay: These three words originally belonged . . . to the Jews. They were the chosen people; they were the dedicated [holy/set apart] nation, they were the beloved of God. Paul takes these three precious words which had once been the possession of Israel and gives them to the Gentiles.], put on tender mercies, kindness [gentleness], humility [Stedman: The exact opposite of . . . pride], meekness, longsuffering [a disposition to bear injuries patiently]; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you [How did Christ forgive us? Barnes: Freely . . . entirely . . . forever], so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection [Doug Skinner: I cannot help to think of a steel band around an old wagon wheel holding all together. If one spoke is broken, then it becomes a rough ride. Without love . . . you go NOWHERE.]. 15 And let the peace of God rule [umpire] in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body [this is peace in the body, not peace in an individual]; and be [an imperative] thankful [Robertson’s Word Pictures: Keep on becoming thankful]. 16 Let [an imperative] the word of Christ dwell [be at home] in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus [People’s New Testament: If doubtful, see if you can on your knees ask Christ to go with you and bless you in what you are about to undertake], giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Application: ‘In the name of the Lord Jesus’ is a filter; Personalization: Filter my life in Jesus’ name (but only after putting off and putting on—thanks Karrie!)
The Christian Home (3:18-4:1)
[Constable: Paul was speaking to people who are in Christ. We cannot expect a pagan to follow Christ’s commands—a pagan has no Holy Spirit inside to convict of sin and reveal truth. Also note that everyone is under authority.] 18 Wives, submit [an imperative; Stedman: Submission does not mean inequality. . . . There is an order of authority in all God’s world. The Father observes it. The Son observes it. Everything in nature observes it.] to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love [an imperative; agapeo] your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey [an imperative] your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke [an imperative] your children, lest they become discouraged.
22 Bondservants, obey [an imperative] in all things your masters [Guzik: In a modern context, towards their employer or supervisor] according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God [McGee: Don’t keep your eye on the clock. Keep your eye on Christ. He is the One whom you are serving.]. 23 And whatever you do, do [an imperative] it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men [Stedman: We are to work “as unto the Lord.” That is to be our motivation. It is the Lord Christ we are serving. Every employee ought to write that down and put it somewhere where he can see it during working hours.], 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
Colossians 4
1 Masters, give [an imperative] your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
Application: Everyone is under authority; Personalization: Learn to live as #2
Christian Graces (4:2-6)
2 Continue earnestly in prayer [private life], being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak [Paul asks for prayer, not for his circumstances, but rather for the message of the Gospel].
5 Walk [behave] in wisdom [public life] toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Application: Keep your head down in prayer; Personalization: Make prayer a lifestyle
Final Greetings (4:7-15)
7 Tychicus, a beloved [agape] brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts [the knowledge of their circumstances was not to talk about them, but to help them], 9 with Onesimus [the slave in Philemon], a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.
Application: Agape brothers and sisters stick; Personalization: Find agape brothers and sisters
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently [agonizing] for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete [crammed full] in all the will [pleasure] of God.13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house. [I hope you have people in your life like Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, Demas, and Nymphas. People you can count on. People that, because of what God has done in their lives, are worthy of being called out. Their lives should be an encouragement to us. Thousands of years ago the Spirit of God was working in their lives to bless others. And that same Spirit is working in ours. God has not stopped this work of using ordinary men and women to His hands and feet.]
Application: The faithful will be imprisoned; Personalization: The faithful must be ministered to
Closing Exhortations and Blessing (4:16-18)
16 Now when [not if] this epistle is read among you, see [an imperative] that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say [an imperative] to Archippus [horse ruler], “Take heed to the ministry [office] which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill [cram] it.”
18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains [the letter itself may have had scratches from Paul’s chains]. Grace be with you. Amen.
Application: Jesus is worth chains; Personalization: Live for Him no matter the consequences
Colossians is a rich letter. I hope you learned that Christ is above all. I hope you love that Christ is above all. I hope you live like Christ is above all. But most of all, I hope you believe Christ is above all.
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